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Compliance with social distancing requirements to limit the spread of COVID-19 virus at Council and Committee Meetings: 

 

Amendments have been made to the Local Government Act 1993 to allow councils to meet remotely to reduce the risk of 

COVID-19 and ensure compliance with the Public Health Order. 

 

In line with social distancing requirements to limit the spread of the COVID-19 virus Woollahra Council will be holding Council 

(i.e. Ordinary and Extraordinary) and Committee meetings (i.e. Environmental Planning (EP), Finance, Community & Services 

(FC&S) and Strategic & Corporate (S&C) remotely using conferencing technology (until further notice).  

 

The Mayor, Councillors and staff will be participating in meetings by an audio-visual link instead of attending in person. Meetings 

will be webcast and member of the public can watch and listen to meetings live (via YouTube) or dial in to listen to the meetings 

using a telephone.  

 

Members of the public are invited to watch and/or listen to Council meetings live by either using conferencing technology or by 

teleconference. Public participation online or by phone will be managed in accordance with meeting procedures.   

 

You may also submit late correspondence. Instructions on how to do this are provided below: 

 

 To watch and/or listen to the meeting live (from 6.00pm)  

Details on how to watch and listen to the meeting live will be available at Council Agendas, Audio Recordings and Minutes. 

 

 To submit late written correspondence (submit by 12noon on the day of the meeting) 

Members of the public may submit late written correspondence on an agenda item being considered at the Council 

meeting.  If you wish to make a written submission on an item on the agenda, please email your submission to 

records@woollahra.nsw.gov.au by 12noon on the day of the meeting. 

 

If you are experiencing any issues in joining the meeting please call (02) 9391 7001. 

 

An audio recording of the meeting will be uploaded to Council’s website following the meeting by 5.00pm on the next business 

day.  

 

Disclaimer: 

 

By using conferencing technology or by teleconference, listening and/or speaking at  Council or Committee Meeting members of 

the public consent to their voice and personal information (including name and address) being recorded and publicly available on 

Council’s website.  Councillors, staff and members of the public are advised that meeting are being lived streamed, accessible 

via a link from Council’s website. 

 

By addressing and/or listening to a Council or Committee meeting, members of the public consent to their voice and personal 

information (including name and address) being recorded and publicly available on Council’s website.   

 

Accordingly, please ensure your address to Council is respectful and that you use appropriate language and refrain from making 

any defamatory statements or discriminatory comments. 

 

Woollahra Council does not accept any liability for statements, comments or actions taken by individuals during a Council or 

Committee meeting.  

 

Any part of the meeting that is held in closed session will not be recorded. 

 

People connecting to this meeting by conferencing technology or teleconference are reminded that under the Local Government 

Act 1993, the recording of meetings by a member of the public using any electronic recording device including a mobile phone 

or video camera is not permitted. Any person found recording without the permission of Council may be expelled from the 

meeting. 

 

The audio recording of each meeting will be retained on Council’s website for a minimum period of 6 months. After that period 

has passed, recordings of meetings may be disposed of in accordance with the State Records Act 1998. 

 

For further information please visit www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au  

 

 

Ordinary and Extraordinary Council Meeting Membership:       15 Councillors (including the Mayor) 

Quorum:                    The quorum for Council meeting is 8 Councillors  

 

 

mailto:records@woollahra.nsw.gov.au
http://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/
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Woollahra Municipal Council 

 

Notice of Meeting 
 

18 November 2021 

 

To: Her Worship the Mayor, Councillor Susan Wynne ex-officio 

Councillors Richard Shields (Deputy Mayor) 

Peter Cavanagh 

Claudia Cullen 

Luise Elsing 

Mary-Lou Jarvis 

Anthony Marano 

Nick Maxwell 

Megan McEwin 

Harriet Price 

Lucinda Regan 

Matthew Robertson 

Isabelle Shapiro 

Mark Silcocks 

    Toni Zeltzer 

 

Dear Councillors, 

 

Ordinary Council – 22 November 2021 
 

In accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, I request your attendance at 

Council’s Ordinary Council meeting to be held using teleconferencing technology, on Monday 22 

November 2021 at 6.00pm. 

 

Members of the public are advised that you may watch and listen to the meeting live via Council’s 

website using conferencing technology.  

 

Watch and listen to the meeting live via Council’s website: 

https://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/council/meetings_and_committees/council_meetings/council_ag

endas_and_minutes. 

 

A audio recording of the meeting will be uploaded to Council’s website following the meeting by 

5.00pm on the next business day.  

 

The safety of our community, Councillors and our staff is Council’s number one priority and we 

thank you for your patience and understanding at this time.  

 

If you have any difficulties accessing the meeting please contact (02) 9391 7001. 

 

 

Craig Swift-McNair 

General Manager 

 

https://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/council/meetings_and_committees/council_meetings/council_agendas_and_minutes
https://www.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/council/meetings_and_committees/council_meetings/council_agendas_and_minutes
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5. Confirmation of Minutes 
 
 

Item No: 5.1   

Subject: 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES - COUNCIL MEETING - 25 

OCTOBER 2021 

Author: Sue O'Connor, Governance Officer  

File No: 21/223568 

Reason for Report: The Minutes of the Council of 25 October 2021 were previously 

circulated.  In accordance with the guidelines for Committees’ operations 

it is now necessary that those Minutes be formally taken as read and 

confirmed. 
 

Recommendation: 
 

THAT the Minutes of the Council Meeting of 25 October 2021 be taken as read and confirmed. 

 
 

Annexures 

 

1. Unconfirmed Council Minutes - 25 October 2021 ⇩    

CO_20211122_AGN_AT_files/CO_20211122_AGN_AT_Attachment_7905_1.PDF
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12. General Manager and Officer’s Report 
 

Item No: 12.1   

Subject: UPDATE ON COVID-19 SUPPORT INITIATIVES  

Authors: Sue Meekin, Director Corporate Performance 

Craig Swift-McNair, General Manager  

Approver: Craig Swift-McNair, General Manager  

File No: 21/223519 

Reason for Report: To report on the progress on Council’s support initiatives and activities 

including their budget impact in light of the current and ongoing 

lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT Council note the information as included in this November 2021 COVID-19 Support 

Initiatives update report. 

 

B. THAT Council note the estimated financial impact of the current COVID-19 restrictions, 

including associated support initiatives is $542,374 for the month of October 2021 and is 

estimated to be $3,216,071 for the full 2021-2022 financial year. 

 

Background: 

A report was presented to Council at its meeting on 26 July 2021 outlining the impact at that time of 

the outbreak of the COVID-19 Delta variant.  The outbreak had led the NSW government to impose 

Stay-At-Home Orders (SAHO) from 26 June 2021 which eased on 11 October 2021 for those who 

were fully vaccinated with a full lifting of restrictions for everyone from 15 December 2021. A 

number of support measures by Council that would supplement both the Federal and NSW 

government support measures that had been introduced, were outlined in the report. In response to 

this, Council resolved a number of initiatives as detailed below. 
 

The purpose of this report is to address Council resolution H) detailed below, which is to provide 

progress of the support initiatives in response to the current and ongoing lockdown due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic including budget impacts.  This is the fourth progress report with previous 

reports presented to the August, September and October Council meetings.   
 

There have been further adverse impacts on Council’s budget as a result of the restrictions from 

things like reduced car parking usage (i.e. Cross St car park), reduced fire safety and health 

inspection activity and general reduced activity within other areas of income.  Details of these and 

other estimated impacts on Council’s budget are also outlined in this report.  
 

Following is the Council resolution relating to the latest COVID-19 support measures from 26 July 

2021: 

 

A. THAT Council note the information as included in this COVID-19 Support Initiatives      

report.  

 

B. THAT Council suspends the footway dining approvals until such time as footway dining 

becomes permissible. 
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C. THAT Council waive footway dining fees for a period of 2 x months after footway dining 

becomes permissible. 

 

D. THAT Council offer deferred rental payments for commercial tenants in Council owned 

property (other than Woolworths & Dan Murphy, the National Australia Bank and the 

Commonwealth Bank) from the commencement of the current Stay-At-Home Orders 

(SAHO), being 26 June 2021), until 2 x months post the date of lifting of the current 

SAHO, noting that any deferred rent will be amortised for payment over the remaining 

months of the 2021/22 financial year.    

                

E. THAT Council waive rental payments for community tenants (of Council controlled 

property) for the period of the current stay-at home orders and until 1 x month post the 

lifting of the current SAHO. 

 

F. THAT Council implement a Revitalisation Grants program to the value of $115,000, to be 

implemented as soon as possible after the lifting of the current SAHO, with this grants 

program being a one-off, short-term and time-limited program open to individuals, 

community groups, community associations and businesses located within or serving 

residents of the Woollahra Local Government Area, utilising funding already included in 

Council’s 2021-2022 budget, as detailed in this report. 

 

G. THAT Council note the non-financial relief measures as detailed in this report being: 

 i.   The implementation of Business Concierge Web Pages on Councils website. 

 ii.  The continuation of the Small Business Newsletters and Economic Data Sharing.   

iii.  The payment of local suppliers within 14 days until the end of the 2021-2022  

         financial year. 

iv.  The continued investigation into the feasibility of implementing Business Training 

Programs with neighbouring Councils and Service NSW. 

 

H. THAT a report be tabled to each Council meeting between now and the end of October 

2021 detailing the progress and/or updates on COVID support initiatives and the budget 

impact of these, noting that when considering the monthly report Council may review 

these COVID support initiatives and/or implement changes to them as required to better 

reflect NSW Public Health Orders relating to the COVID-19 pandemic as at the date of 

the monthly review.   

 

I. THAT further to the resolution adopted on 28 June 2021, Council move forward with 

notifying businesses and residents in relation changes to the 30 minute free ticket parking 

in the metered parking areas of Double Bay and Paddington. 

 

J. THAT Council continue to seek funding from State and Federal Governments in relation 

to commitments made by Council in the 2021-2022 budget. 

 

K. THAT Council thank Council staff for their dedication in continuing to provide a range of 

services to the community throughout the current stay-at-home orders, with particular 

thanks going to the frontline staff who are out in the community doing essential work 

during this time. 
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Current Situation: 

NSW has seen a lifting of the SAHO’s for Greater Sydney and an easing of restrictions for fully 

vaccinated people from 11 October 2021.  At the time of writing this report restrictions were 

scheduled to ease for all people, whether vaccinated or not, on 15 December 2021.  

 

Budget Impact 

1. Support Measures 

The support measures adopted in July are having a direct impact on Council’s budget and are 

detailed in Council’s recommendations B), C) and E) above from the 26 July 2021 Council 

Meeting.   

In addition, as previously reported to Council, on Friday 13 August 2021, the NSW Government 

announced that it has re-introduced the National Cabinet’s Mandatory Code of Conduct for 

Commercial Leasing to mandate rent relief for eligible tenants impacted by COVID-19.   The Retail 

and Other Commercial Leases Regulation (COVID-19) Regulation 2021 requires landlords to 

renegotiate rent having regard to National Cabinet’s Code of Conduct. The Code of Conduct 

requires landlords to provide rent relief in proportion with their tenant’s decline in turnover. Of the 

rent relief provided, at least 50 per cent must be in the form a waiver, and the balance a deferral. 
 

At the time of writing this report, requests for assistance had been received by 19 SME Commercial 

tenants seeking various levels of assistance including rent relief, partial rent relief, rent deferral or a 

combination of these. The final position for each tenant is still being established as it requires 

confirmation of the reduction in their trading results, however at the time of writing this report it is 

estimated to be $42,189 for October.  It should also be noted that the Regulations are effective until 

15 January 2022 but at this stage only the months of July to October 2021 have been included. 
 

The estimated budget impact of support measures and the commercial leasing relief is outlined in 

Table 1 below. In summary it shows that the budget impact for the month of October was 

$110,802. With the lifting of the SAHO’s from 11 October 2021, the total budget impact of these 

specific support measures is estimated at $607,312.   

Table 1 – Support Measures 

 Actual 

July 

$ 

Actual 

Aug 

$ 

Actual 

Sept 

$ 

Actual 

Oct 

$ 

Estimate 

Nov 

$ 

Estimate 

Dec 

$ 

Estimate 

Total 

$ 

Loss of Income        

Outdoor Dining Fees 

(Resolution B&C) 

52,066 52,066 52,066 52,066 52,066 16,795*** 277,124 

Community Rental Waiver* 

(Resolution E) 

20,302 16,939 16,485 16,547 5,515**  75,789 

Commercial Leasing Relief 70,737 70,737 70,737 42,189   254,399 

Total Support Measures 143,105 139,741 139,287 110,802 57,581 16,795 607,312 

*From 26 June 2021 
**To 11 November 2021 
***To 11 December 2021        
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2. Other COVID 19 Financial Impacts: 
 
As previously noted, that have been further adverse impacts on Council’s budget from the 

restrictions from a range of areas that whilst not specifically part of the relief measures Council 

resolved to put in place, were impacted by the SAHO’s. 

 

Table 2 below summarises the other COVID-19 budget impact areas, which for the month of 

October 2021 was $431,572.  The total budget impact is estimated at $2,498,759.  Following is 

detail relating to these other COVID-19 budget impacted areas, followed by the summary of these 

impacts as found in Table 2 below. 

Infringement Income  
 

Parking: 
 

In late October 2021 with the easing of COVID restrictions and the opening of general retail 

operations, the following limited proactive parking patrols took place; 

 All the ticket parking spaces in the streets of Double Bay and on Oxford Street Paddington; 

 Five Ways shopping area Paddington; 

 Rose Bay and Bellevue Hill shopping areas; and  

 One residential street just outside of and adjoining these commercial areas.  
 

Given the large number of residents still working from home, proactive patrols have not yet been 

recommenced in the general residential areas, however our Regulatory staff continue to; 
 

 Proactively patrol the safety issues such as ‘No Stopping’ and ‘No Parking’ zones;  

 respond to customer requests and complaints in relation to work zone, loading zone, 

disability parking and parking across driveway offences; and patrol requests. 

 Focus on parking in Watsons Bay, Vaucluse and Rose Bay on the weekends, especially as 

the weather warms. 
 

As a result of the above changes, the parking infringements issued in October jumped to just over 

3000 infringements, compared with a monthly average of 1250 for the three (3) months from July-

September 2021.  The October monthly result was still 50% below the projected monthly number of 

infringements during normal operations. 
 

Unfortunately, the significant increase in infringements in October was not reflected in the parking 

fine income for October, with income dropping a further $50,000 to $285,757 for the month or 

almost $340,000 below the original monthly budgeted income. 
 

It is considered that our monthly parking fine income should now commence to increase.  However 

as reported last month, this may not be evident until December 2021 or later, due to the lag between 

issuing an infringement and receiving the associated income.   
 

In relation to infringements Council issues for building sites and other work sites it has been 

estimated at the end of the 1st quarter that income has fallen by $20,000, representing an annual 

reduction of 12.5%.  This reduction in income reflects the reduction in the number of 1st quarter 

infringements issued by Council’s Rangers due to the impact of the COVID-19 restrictions and 

rules including, closure of building sites for a period of time, amendment of construction days to 

permit work on Saturday, Sunday & Public Holiday and revised staff rosters.   

 

Ranger infringement income for October remained low and below the revised budget, however it is 

considered that it will increase in the coming months with the ‘COVID-19 Development—

Construction Work Days Order’ issued by the Minister for Planning and Public Spaces proposed to 

cease on 24 December 2021.    
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Commercial Waste Fees & Charges 

 

Commercial waste fees & charges have reduced in line with reduced collection requirements, due to 

many businesses being closed.  For October this totalled approximately $45,820 (net impact of 

$27,278 after allowing for a reduction in direct expenses). Collection requirements will have 

generally returned to normal from 11 October 2021 when the SAHO’s were lifted.   

 

Fire Safety and Food & Health Premises Inspections 

 

As a result of SAHO’s being in place up to and including September there was an inability for 

inspections to be undertaken and any infringements associated with non-compliance to be issued, 

resulting in a loss of monthly income in the order of $13,300 per month.  With changes to the 

restrictions during October, the reduction in monthly income improved, with the reduction of 

income falling to approximately $4,530.   

 

With no infringements issued for several months the monthly reduction of income will fluctuate 

until normal operations return.  However it is estimated that the monthly income reductions should 

now remain below $8,000 per month.  

 

Community Facility Hire 

 

Community hire spaces were closed as part of the SAHO’s.  Since the lifting of the SAHO’s from 

11 October 2021, venues have progressively opened to permanent hirers.  There was a small impact 

on revenue for October of $2,351 (net impact of $936 after allowing for a reduction in direct 

expenses).   

 

Parking Meter Income 

 

There has been a reduction in Parking Meter income as a result of reduced usage during the 

SAHO’s and October this has seen levels start to revert back to normal.  For October 2021, the 

reduction in income totalled $35,736 (net impact of $33,236 after allowing for a reduction in direct 

expenses).   

 

Car Park Income 

 

Following the lifting of the SAHO’s on 11 October 2021 the usage of Council’s carparks has 

reverted back to almost normal levels.  For October 2021 the reduction income was $35,550, 

compared to $126,665 in September (net impact of $30,765 after allowing for a reduction in direct 

expenses).   

 

Other Impacted Income Items 

 

Other areas of Council’s income have been impacted by the SAHO’s including library income, 

sportsfield hire and wedding and ceremonial photography income however the lifting of the 

SAHO’s on 11 October 2021 saw a significant reduction in this.  For October 2021, this totalled 

$7,625 (net impact of $4,834 after allowing for a reduction in direct expenses).   

 

Additional Expenditure 

 

Additional expenditure will be required for the continued and use of Variable Message Signs 

(VMS) at various locations within the LGA. This is anticipated to continue at an average of $4,000 
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per month. As per the verbal update to the October Council meeting, all costs associated with hired 

equipment for the Covid testing clinic at Lyne Park are now being borne by the operator. 

Discussions are ongoing regarding potential re-imbursement of costs previously borne by Council. 

 

Table 2 – Other Budget Areas Impacted 
 

Actual 

July 

$ 

Actual 

Aug 

$ 

Actual 

Sept 

$ 

Actual 

Oct 

$ 

Estimate 

Nov 

$ 

Estimate 

Dec 

$ 

Estimate 

Total 

$ 

Loss of Income         

Infringement Revenue 137,500 240,024 334,751 360,076 307,574 205,050 1,584,975 

Commercial Waste Fees 

& Charges 

92,000 66,700 71,300 45,820   275,820 

Fire Safety, Health 

Inspections 

11,800 11,300 13,300 4,530 8,000 8,000 56,930 

Community Facility 

Hire 

21,000 21,000 21,435 2,351   65,786 

Parking Meter Income 101,197 102,990 85,813 35,736   325,736 

Car Park Income 191,008 129,127 126,665 35,550   482,350 

Other areas e.g 

sportsfield hire, library 

income 

100,617 

 

100,617 100,617 7,625   309,475 

Additional Expenditure        

Testing Clinic & VMS 

Board Expenses 

13,161 13,161 13,161 4,000 4,000 4,000 51,483 

Reduced Expenditure        

Infringement Revenue 

Processing Charges 

-20,000 -50,000 -50,000 -34,082 -45,000 -30,000 -229,082 

Commercial Waste – 

Tipping Charges 

-40,000 -24,700 -35,300 -18,542   -118,542 

Community Facilities 

Expenses 

-12,644 -12,644 -12,906 -1,415   -39,610 

Parking Meter 

Collection Charges 

-5,000 -5,000 -5,000 -2,500   -17,500 

Cark Park Collection 

Fees 

-55,999 -37,857 -37,135 -4,785   -135,776 

Other areas -36,832 -36,832 -36,832 -2,791   -113,286 

Total 497,808 517,886 589,869 431,572 274,574 187,050 2,498,759 

 

Customer Service Centre:  
 

The Customer Service Centre (CSC) reopened on Monday 25 October 2021, with the normal hours 

of 8.00am to 4.30pm. Until 15 December 2021 (when at the time of writing this report, restrictions 

around those who are unvaccinated are eased), to reduce multiple entry points into the main 

Chambers / Administration building at Double Bay, the main reception doors on the ground floor 

will be closed and signs will be directing people down stairs to the CSC. The signs also advise 

customers to contact the CSC via the main phone number if they require assistance accessing the 

CSC, with staff then able to assist them to do so. It should be noted that a Justice of the Peace 

service will be offered from 9.00am until midday every day. 

 

Library: 
 

Woollahra Libraries began operating at the 1 person per 2 square metre at its 3 locations on 8 

November 2021, as per the current PHOs.  
 

During the three week period 18 October to 8 November, with the 1 person per 4 square rule in 

place, Woollahra Library at Double Bay was often at maximum capacity with intense pressure on 

spaces from local HSC students.   
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Library fines are to be reintroduced on 1 December 2021 and in-person programming will resume 

in January 2022. 

 

Woollahra Gallery at Redleaf:  
 

A successful, COVID safe opening of both the Gallery and the Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize 

and 20th anniversary exhibition was held on Wednesday 3 November, 2021 with approximately 275 

people in attendance across the two events. 

 

The Woollahra Gallery at Redleaf opened to the public from Thursday, 4 November, 2021 with the 

following initial exhibitions: 
 

 Woollahra Small Sculpture Exhibition to be held for 5 weeks.  

Wed 3 November to Sun 5 December 2021 
 

 Youth Photographic Award and Short Film Prize to be screened as a virtual exhibition, 

similar to 2020  

Wed 17 November – Sun 28 November 
 

 First Expression of Interest Exhibition 

Wed 8 December to Sun 3 January 2022 covering the Christmas / New Year Period. 
 

In the first week of opening, 710 visitors have attended the new Woollahra Gallery at Redleaf.  This 

figure does not include the attendance at the openings on 3 November 2021. 

 

Revitalisation Grants Program:   
 

There is a separate report presented to Council on the Agenda for this 22 November 2021 Council 

meeting on the outcome of the Revitalisation grants. 

 
Management of Beaches:  
 

In light of recent further lifting of restrictions on gatherings in open space, it is intended to reduce 

the presence of external security personnel at Council’s beaches. Beaches will continue to be 

monitored as necessary by Council staff. This will reduce the previously reported expenditure on 

beach management by approximately $8,000 per month.  

 

Identification of Income & Expenditure: 
 

As outlined to Council in the September Quarterly Budget Review Council’s 2021-2022 operating 

deficit is projected to be $6.8million which included an estimate adverse impact of $3.0million 

from the recent COVID-19 Delta outbreak. 
 

The support initiatives committed by Council in response to the current COVID-19 Delta outbreak 

and other anticipated budget impacts are, at the time of writing this report, estimated to be $542,374 

for the month of October and $3,216,071 for the financial year as detailed in Table 3 below, which 

includes the information contained in Tables 1 & 2 above and the additional expenditure required 

for beach management. This is a small increase on the amount estimated in the September Quarterly 

Review and will bring Council’s estimated 2021-2022 budget deficit to $7million.  
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Table 3 – Total Estimated Budget Impact 

 
 

Actual 

July 

$ 

Actual 

Aug 

$ 

Actual 

Sept 

$ 

Actual 

Oct 

$ 

Estimate 

Nov 

$ 

Estimate 

Dec 

$ 

Estimate 

Total 

$ 

Support Measures 143,105  139,741 139,287 110,802 57,581 16,795 607,312 

Other Budget Areas 

Impacted 
497,808 517,886 589,869 431,572 274,574 187,050 2,498,759 

Beach Management 

Costs 
    

  
110,000 

Total Estimated Budget 

Impact 640,913  657,627 729,156 542,374 332,156 203,845 3,216,071 
 

Consultation: 

Consultation in relation to this report has taken place with the General Manager and Directors of 

Woollahra Council. No external consultation has taken place in the development of this report. 

 

Options: 

As per Council resolution H) as detailed above from the Council meeting held on 26 July 2021: 

  

“…when considering the monthly report Council may review the COVID support initiatives 

and/or implement changes to them as required to better reflect NSW Public Health Orders 

relating to the COVID-19 pandemic as at the date of the monthly review.” 

 

In light of the above-mentioned Council resolution, Council has the option of amending, ceasing or 

adding to the range of support initiatives as previously resolved by Council. 

 

Conclusion: 

Over the 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 financial years, the COVID-19 support initiatives commitment 

by Council to the community was valued at approximately $7.9 million, which was a combination 

of support initiatives provided to the community as well as the impact of reduced income across a 

range of sources.  Whilst necessary to support the local community and businesses, these initiatives 

had a significant impact on Councils budget for the two financial years of 2019-2020 and 2020-

2021. It should be noted that the above-mentioned support initiatives were supplementary to NSW 

and Federal government support measures available at the time. 

 

As noted earlier in this report, the COVID-19 support initiatives introduced in response to the 

current Delta outbreak as well as the net impact of reduced income across a range of sources total 

$542,374 for the month of October 2021 and $3,216,071 for the financial year. This will bring 

Council’s estimated 2021-2022 budget deficit to $7million.   
 

Annexures 

 

Nil 
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Item No: 12.2   

Subject: 

AUTHORISATION TO MAYOR AND  DELEGATION TO 

GENERAL MANAGER FOR PERIOD FROM DATE OF 

COUNCIL ELECTION OF 4 DECEMBER 2021 TO THE FIRST 

MEETING OF THE NEW COUNCIL 

Authors: Patrick Brown, Governance 

Helen Tola, Manager - Governance & Council Support  

Approvers: Sue Meekin, Director Corporate Performance 

Craig Swift-McNair, General Manager  

File No: 21/208056 

Reason for Report: The purpose of this report is the authorise the Mayor to continue to 

exercise Civic and Ceremonial functions and to delegate to the General 

Manager the exercise of functions of Council during the period from the 

date of the Council Election of 4 December 2021 to the first meeting of 

the new Council, which is not covered under the General Manager’s 

current delegation of authority.  
 

Recommendation: 
 

A. THAT the outgoing Mayor (Councillor Susan Wynne), be authorised to continue to exercise 

the Civic and Ceremonial functions normally exercised by the Mayor during the period from 

the date of the Local Government Elections being held on 4 December 2021 to the first 

meeting of the newly elected Council.  
 

B. THAT in accordance with section 377 of the NSW Local Government Act 1993, Council 

delegate to the General Manager all of its powers, authorities, duties and functions during the 

period from the date of the Local Government Election being held on 4 December 2021 to the 

first meeting of the new Council following the date of the Election, provided that the exercise 

of such powers, authorities, duties and functions the General Manager shall not act contrary to 

Council policies and decisions previously made by the Council by formal resolution.  
 

C. THAT the General Manager table a report at the first Council Meeting following the 4 

December 2021 Local Government  Election outlining: 
 

i. The Civic and Ceremonial functions that may have been exercised by the outgoing 

Mayor during the subject period; and  
 

ii. The exercise by the General Manager (on behalf of the Council) of any functions that 

were not covered under the General Manager’s general delegation of authority dated 24 

September 2018 for the subject period. 
 

Background: 
 

Under the Local Government Act, 1993 all current Councillors, and Mayors that are elected by the 

Councillors, cease to hold their civic office on the day of the Council Election, being 4 December 

2021. This means that the Council will be without a governing body from 4 December 2021 until 

the first meeting of the Council. 

 

It is anticipated that the first meeting of the newly elected Council will take place in early January 

2022.  

 

The Office of Local Government, released a document titled Pre-Election Guide for Councils 2021 

- https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Pre-Election-Guide-2021.pdf in early 

October 2021.  

https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Pre-Election-Guide-2021.pdf
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The guide provides that: 
 

Prior to the election, councils should ensure that appropriate delegations are in place for 

their general managers so that they can continue to exercise the functions of the council as 

required in the period between election day and the first meeting of the council following the 

election.  

 

Councils may wish to consider delegating all delegable functions to the general manger at 

the last meeting before the election for the period between Election Day and the first meeting 

of the council following the election.  

 

Councils that elect their mayors will not have a mayor in the period between Election Day 

and the first meeting after the election when the mayoral election is held.  

 

There is nothing to prevent councils from authorising the general manager to exercise the 

civic and ceremonial functions normally exercised by the mayor during this period in the 

absence of a mayor.  

 

The Office of Local Government is aware that some councils that elect their mayors have 

expressed a preference that the outgoing mayor should continue to exercise the functions of 

mayor in the period between Election Day and the holding of the mayoral election after the 

election.  

 

There is nothing to prevent councils from authorising the outgoing mayor to continue to 

exercise the civic and ceremonial functions normally exercised by the mayor during this 

period in the absence of a mayor should they wish to do so, (even though the outgoing mayor 

will have ceased to hold any civic office in the council as of the day of the election).  

 

Given the possibility that the outgoing mayor may not be re-elected at the election and may 

therefore cease to be accountable to the council and the community, councils should refrain 

from making any delegations to the outgoing mayor. 
 

In light of the above information, the purpose of this report is to seek authorisation for the Mayor to 

continue to exercise the Civic and Ceremonial functions of that position as required, between the 

period 4 December 2021 to the date of the first meeting of the newly elected Council in early 2022. 
 

This report is also requesting that Council delegate to the General Manager, the exercise of the 

Council’s powers and functions, if necessary, during the period from the Council Election being 

held on 4 December 2021 to the date of the first meeting of the newly elected Council in early 2022. 

The General Manager’s current delegation of authority from Council dated 24 September 2018 does 

provide a general delegation of most Council functions, but the recommended delegation will cover 

anything unforeseen in terms of that authority during the subject period. 
 

It is further recommended that a report be provided by the General Manager to the first meeting of 

the new Council outlining the Civic and Ceremonial functions that may have been exercised by the 

outgoing Mayor and any functions exercised by the General Manager on behalf of Council for the 

subject period, that were not covered under the General Manager’s delegation of authority dated 24 

September 2018.   
 

Annexures 

 

Nil 
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Item No: 12.3   

Subject: 

DATE OF THE FIRST COUNCIL MEETING 

(EXTRAORDINARY) POST THE 4 DECEMBER 2021 LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT ELECTIONS 

Author: Helen Tola, Manager - Governance & Council Support  

Approvers: Sue Meekin, Director Corporate Performance 

Craig Swift-McNair, General Manager  

File No: 21/232284 

Reason for Report: The purpose of this report is to determine the date of the first 

Extraordinary Council Meeting post the 4 December 2021 Local 

Government Elections.  
 

Recommendation: 

 

THAT Council resolves to hold the first Council Meeting (Extraordinary) of the new term of 

Council on Wednesday 5 January 2022 or Thursday 13 January 2022. 
 

Proposal: 

 

The Local Government Elections will be held on the 4 December 2021. According to the NSW 

Electoral Commission (NSWEC), the declaration of the poll will likely occur between 21 December 

and 23 December 2021, noting that current Councillors will continue to hold their civic offices until 

12:01am on the date of the Election, being 4 December 2021.  

 

Councils that elect their Mayor (as is the case with Woollahra Municipal Council) are required to 

hold a Mayoral Election within 3 weeks after the declaration of the ordinary election, as per s290 

(1) (a) of the NSW Local Government Act 1993 (LG Act). 

 

When scheduling the first meeting following this Election, all Councils need to factor in the 

Christmas / New Year period. Given that the NSWEC has stated that the polls will not be declared 

until 21-23 December 2021, it is recommended that Council resolve to hold its first Extraordinary 

Council Meeting on either Wednesday 5 January 2022 or Thursday 13 January 2022, noting that 

Friday 14 January 2022 is the last date Council is able to hold the first meeting of the newly elected 

Council for the key purpose of electing a Mayor. 

 

At the first meeting of Council after the Election, there are a range of matters that must be dealt 

with such as:  

 

- Councils must, by resolution, declare that casual vacancies occurring in the office of a 

councillor within 18 months of the election are to be filled by a countback of votes cast at 

the election if Councils want to fill vacancies by these means. Councils that do not resolve 

to fill vacancies using a countback at their first meeting after the election will be required to 

fill vacancies using a by-election;  

 

- Councils that elect their Mayors must hold a Mayoral Election and an Election for Deputy 

Mayor where they have one; and 

 

- Deal with other administrative issues such as Delegations, nomination of Councillors to 

Standing Committee etc. 

 

- Determination of the meeting schedule for the new term of Council 
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It should also be noted that Councillors are not permitted to participate in a Council meeting until 

such time as they have made an Oath or taken an Affirmation, with these to take place in front of 

the General Manager, an Australian legal practitioner or a Justice of the Peace. At the time of 

writing this report, the General Manager is still to confirm when these may be able to take place 

prior to the first meeting date of the new Council. 

 

Consultation: 

 

Internal consultation has taken place with regard to this report with the General Manager, Director 

Corporate Performance and the Manager Governance & Council Support. 

 

Options: 

 

Two options for dates for the first meeting of Council have been included in the recommendations 

to this report. 

 

However, Council may choose another date to those recommended noting that that meeting date 

must be after the declaration of the polls (21-23 December 2021) and prior to 14 January 2022 (the 

last day that a meeting can be held post the Election), taking into account the number of public 

holidays that occur at this time of the year, the annual Council closure that takes place between 24 

December 2021 and 4 January 2022 and ensuring that any new suggested first Council meeting 

dates allows for 3 days’ notice of the Council meeting to all Councillors as required by s367 of the 

LG Act. 

 

Identification of Income & Expenditure: 

 

There are no specific impacts on Councils income or expenditure as a result of this report. 

 

Conclusion: 

 

Having considered the various requirements in relation to the timing of the first meeting of the new 

Council, Council staff are recommending the first Extraordinary Council Meeting of the newly 

elected Council (and assuming the declaration of the polls has taken place) be held on either 

Wednesday 5 January 2022 or Thursday 13 January 2022. 
 

Annexures 

 

Nil 
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Item No: 12.4   

Subject: REVITALISATION GRANTS RECOMMENDATION REPORT 

Author: Romi Fosco, Community Development Officer  

Approvers: Patricia Occelli, Director Community & Customer Experience 

Scott Pedder, Director - Planning & Place  

File No: 21/231553 

Reason for Report: To give consideration to applications for Section 356 Revitalisation 

Grants.   
 

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT Council approve the selection panel’s recommendations totaling $56,262.44 for 

funding under the 2020/21 Revitalisation Grants Program, allocated as follows: 

- Aisling Cooper ($ 2,000.00) 

- Deckchair Sunsets ($1,403.72) 

- Karitanna Woolfe-Graham ($1,992.34) 

- Ruth Shteinman ($2,000.00) 

- The Woollahra Community Choir ($2,000.00) 

- Windsor Street Community Garden ($2,000.00) 

- Art Lab School ($4,806.38) 

- Cambridge Markets Pty Ltd ($5,000.00) 

- Charity Champs ($5,000.00) 

- COA Sydney ($5,000.00) 

- Getalong Design ($5,000.00) 

- JewishCare ($5,000.00) 

- Mock Gravity (3,060.00) 

- NCJWA NSW ($5,000.00) 

- Our Big Kitchen ($2,000.00) 

- To Get Pty Ltd ($5,000.00). 

 

B. THAT Council approve the remaining funds that had been set aside for the 2021/21 

Revitalisation Grants Program totaling $58,737.56 be applied to partially fund the financial 

impact on Council’s 2021/22 Operating Deficit of the COVID-19 Stay At Home Orders and 

associated restrictions.   
 

Background: 

 

On 26 July 2021, amongst a range of other Covid-19 support initiatives, Council resolved: 

 

THAT Council implement a Revitalisation Grants program to the value of $115,000, to be 

implemented as soon as possible after the lifting of the current stay-at-home orders, with this 

grants program being a one-off, short-term and time-limited program open to individuals, 

community groups, community associations and businesses located within or serving residents 

of the Woollahra Local Government Area, utilising funding already included in Council’s 2021-

2022 budget, as detailed in this report. 

 

The Revitalisation Grants program is part of a one-off new support package which builds on the 

$7.9 million in support measures Council provided to the community last year. The Program was 

established to help revitalise our community after the lifting of the most recent COVID-19 

lockdown.  
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Businesses, individuals, community groups, not-for-profit organisations and registered charities 

located within or serving the Woollahra LGA were able to apply for this one-off, short-term and 

time-limited Revitalisation Grants program funding.  

 

Principally, the Revitalisation Grants program is intended to:  

a) Support the needs and aspirations of the community arising from COVID-19; 

b) Provide critical funding to projects that encourage businesses, residents and community 

groups to assist in the revitalisation of key places and precincts significantly impacted by 

COVID-19; 

c) Enable grant assistance to innovative and strategic projects that that deliver a benefit to our 

community; and 

d) Support cultural activities that revitalise and encourage community participation.  

 

The Revitalisation Grants program offers: 

 Grants of up to $2,000, available to individuals or community groups.  

 Grants of up to $5,000, available to businesses, not-for-profit organisations and registered 

charities (individuals and / or unregistered community groups may apply for this larger grant 

when auspiced by a not-for-profit organisation or registered charity). 

 

A revitalisation activity could be, for example, an innovative community event or program, a 

wellbeing event or program, or a business or community led place activation initiative that supports 

the needs and aspirations of the community and businesses arising from COVID-19, delivered 

within the parameters of NSW Public Health Orders in place at the time of project delivery. 

 

Current recipients of other 2021/22 Woollahra Council grant funding were eligible to apply to the 

Revitalisation Grants program for support for initiatives that are in addition to the currently funded 

projects and that innovatively respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

The Revitalisation Grants Program Assessment Criteria and Guidelines can be found at Annexure 1.  

 

Process: 

 

The Revitalisation Grant program was open for submissions for a four week period from Monday 

11 October until Monday 8 November, with a total of $115,000 available. Council received 35 

eligible applications requesting a total of $138,159.44. Descriptions of these applications, along 

with comments and recommendations, are provided in Annexure 2.  

 

Only applications meeting the assessment criteria have been recommended for approval by Council. 

This grants program is intended to be a one-off program only, in response to the current COVID-19 

lockdown and is not intended to replace any State or Federal grant funding on offer during this or 

future lockdown periods or lead to a dependency on Council for the funding of recurrent programs.  

 

The assessment panel was comprised of the Director Community and Customer Experience, the 

Director Planning and Place, the Cultural Development Coordinator, a Community Development 

Officer, and the Economic Development Officer.  
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Each application was assessed in accordance with the following identified program priority areas: 

 

 Respond to social isolation, community connectedness and/or improved mental health and 

resilience; 

 Support vulnerable community members with basic needs (eg. food security, job security, 

homelessness or risk of homelessness, domestic violence) where demand has increased due to 

COVID-19 and that increased demand can be demonstrated; 

 Provide opportunities for people to continue volunteering in the community while maintaining 

physical distancing requirements; 

 Provide support for innovative ideas and opportunities that increase community and/or 

business participation and engagement;  

 Enhances streetscape vibrancy through activation of public outdoor space within local 

business centres and/or community spaces; or 

 Support local start up hubs, small business incubators and other innovative business 

developments. 

 

Each eligible application was assessed against how well the proposed project/event/program meets 

each of the criteria below. The project/event/program: 

 

1. Has a clear rationale and addresses identified and demonstrated community need or 

aspirations within the Woollahra LGA. 

2. Demonstrates value for money with the applicant having the capacity to manage the funds 

requested and deliver the project by 31 March 2022. 

3. Demonstrates the applicant’s ability to develop partnerships and alliances within local 

businesses and/or community groups where possible for the delivery of this 

project/event/program.  

4. Will be widely promoted throughout the Woollahra LGA. 

5. Can demonstrate that the proposal is equitable, inclusive, and accessible to the businesses and 

communities within the Woollahra LGA. 

 

Proposal: 

 

It is recommended that the applications for the Revitalisation Grants program listed below are 

adopted. Reasons for these are listed in Annexure 2.  

 

Individuals / Community Groups (Grants of up to $2,000) 

Applicant Project 
Amount 

recommended 

Aisling Cooper Community Flower Gardens $      2,000.00 

Deckchair Sunsets  Deckchair Sunsets Connecting Community 

Neighbour Day 2022 

$      1,403.72 

Karitanna Woolfe-Graham Mini TAFE for disabled people $      1,992.34 

Ruth Shteinman Beginner Macramé $      2,000.00 

The Woollahra Community 

Choir 

The Woollahra Community Choir Term 

1/2022 

$      2,000.00 

Windsor Street Community 

Garden 

Windsor St Reserve Rejuvenation $      2,000.00 
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Businesses / Not-for-Profits / Registered Charities (Grants of up to $5,000) 

Applicant Project 
Amount 

recommended 

Art Lab School Art In The Park $      4,806.38 

Cambridge Markets Pty Ltd Watsons Bay Market $      5,000.00 

Charity Champs Ridare $      5,000.00 

COA Sydney PURIM + Expo Cruise for Jewish Seniors $      5,000.00 

Getalong Design Fig Tree Colonnade $      5,000.00 

JewishCare Our Kitchen Hand Gardening Project $      5,000.00 

Mock Gravity Small Business Podcast $      3,060.00 

NCJWA NSW Cultural Community Musical Afternoon $      5,000.00 

Our Big Kitchen Post Covid Community Building $      2,000.00 

To Get Pty Ltd Shop Local & Online $      5,000.00 

Revitalisation Grants Total $     56,262.44 

 

Eight of the 16 individuals, organisations or businesses recommended for funding have not 

previously received Woollahra Council grants through other streams. 

 

There are 19 applications that have not been recommended for funding. Comments for these are 

listed in Annexure 2.  

 

Two applications submitted did not progress past the pre-eligibility stage of the grants process, due 

to requesting funding for capital works.  

 

Identification of Income & Expenditure: 

 

The total budget available for financial year 2021/22 is $115,000, being budgets for Round 2 of the 

Community & Cultural Grants ($60,000), which did not open in the last half of this calendar year, 

and funding from the 2021-2022 Placemaking Grants ($55,000). 

 

16 projects are recommended for funding totalling $56,262.44. This leverages $217,490 of activity 

in Woollahra. 

 

It is recommended that the remaining funding totalling $58,737.56 be applied to partially fund the 

financial impact on Council’s 2021/22 Operating Deficit of the COVID-19 Stay At Home Orders 

and associated restrictions.   
 

Conclusion: 

 

Through the provision of the Revitalisation Grants, Council is playing a vital role in rejuvenating 

the local area in response to the impact from COVID-19 restrictions and NSW Health Orders on 

local businesses and the health and wellbeing of the broader community.  
 

Annexures 

 

1. Revitalisation Grants Program 2021 - Assessment Criteria and Guidelines ⇩   

2. Revitalisation Grants Program 2021 - Summary, Recommendations and Comments ⇩  

  

CO_20211122_AGN_AT_files/CO_20211122_AGN_AT_Attachment_7924_1.PDF
CO_20211122_AGN_AT_files/CO_20211122_AGN_AT_Attachment_7924_2.PDF
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ANNEXURE 1 

Revitalisation Grants Program 

Assessment Criteria and Guidelines 

  

 

Woollahra Council’s Revitalisation Grants Program is a one-off, short-term and time-limited 

program open to individuals, community groups, not-for-profit organisations and businesses 

located within or serving the Woollahra LGA. The program intends to address immediate 

needs within the community arising from COVID-19 and support the delivery of revitalisation 

activities through to 31 March 2022. 

A revitalisation activity could be an innovative community event or program, a wellbeing 

event or program, or a business or community led place activation initiative that is delivered 

within the parameters of NSW Public Health Orders in place at the time. Principally, the 

grants program is intended to:  

a) Support the needs and aspirations of the community arising from COVID-19; 

b) Provide critical funding to projects that encourage businesses, residents and 

community groups to assist in the revitalisation of key places and precincts 

significantly impacted by COVID-19; 

c) Enable grant assistance to innovative and strategic projects that that deliver a benefit 

to our community; and 

d) Support cultural activities that revitalise and encourage community participation.  

The program is not intended to replace any State or Federal grant funding on offer during 

this or future lockdown periods or lead to a dependency on Council for the funding of 

recurrent programs.  

 

Funding available and eligibility: 
 
A total of $115,000 is available. 

 
The Revitalisation Grants Program offers: 
 

 Grants of up to $2,000, available to individuals or community groups. 

 Grants of up to $5,000, available to businesses1, non-profit organisations and 
registered charities (individuals and / or unregistered community groups may apply 
for this larger grant if they are auspiced by a not-for-profit organisation or registered 
charity). 

                                                           

1 Business is an Australian entity with an Australian Business Number (ABN), Australian Company Number 
(ACN) or Indigenous Corporation Number (ICN). 
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All funding submissions must: 
 

 Be in response to the COVID-19 pandemic; 

 Deliver an event, activity, project or program within the Woollahra LGA; 

 Comply with NSW Public Health Orders in place at the time of program/event 
delivery; and 

 Be completed online via SmartyGrants and include all requested information.  
 

Current recipients of 2021/22 Woollahra Council grant funding are eligible to apply to the 
Revitalisation Grants Program for funding of initiatives that are in addition to currently funded 
projects and that innovatively respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
Exclusions 

Applicants not eligible for funding:  
 

 NSW Government or Australian Government agencies and their entities (including 
schools, local health districts and hospitals); 

 Political parties; 

 Groups which have not fulfilled previous Woollahra Council Grant conditions and 
specifications; or 

 Organisations with substantial funds other than for asset replacement and staff 
entitlements. 

 
Funding will not be granted for projects that: 
 

 Duplicate existing services or programs unless there is a demonstrated additional 
need;  

 Have already commenced or been completed; 

 Directly contravene or conflict with existing Council policies and plans; 

 Promote or deliver events or programs that could be perceived as benefiting a political 
party of campaign; or 

 Promote or deliver overtly religious activities. 
 
Funding is not provided for: 
 

 Donations to charities; 

 Required Council fees and charges; 

 Purchase of buildings or land; 

 Capital works, defined as a building work that creates an asset or asset improvement; 

 Ongoing operational expenses (eg. administration, ongoing staff wages, rent, general 
office supplies); or 

 Fundraising projects. 
 
Though the Revitalisation Grants Program, Council does not provide fee waivers or free use 
for in-house design, printing and distribution service, hall or reserve/field hire, street closures, 
or cleansing and waste service for events. These costs must be included in the application 
budget. Please consider all necessary permits required for outdoor events in public spaces.  
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Assessment Criteria and Guidelines 
 
The project/event/program must meet at least one of the following priority areas:  
 

 Respond to social isolation, community connectedness and/or improved mental 
health and resilience; 

 Support vulnerable community members with basic needs (eg. food security, job 
security, homelessness or risk of homelessness, domestic violence) where demand 
has increased due to COVID-19 and that increased demand can be demonstrated; 

 Provide opportunities for people to continue volunteering in the community while 
maintaining physical distancing requirements; 

 Provide support for innovative ideas and opportunities that increase community 
and/or business participation and engagement;  

 Enhances streetscape vibrancy through activation of public outdoor space within 
local business centres and/or community spaces; or 

 Support local start up hubs, small business incubators and other innovative business 
developments. 

 
Assessment Criteria 

Each eligible application will be assessed against how well the proposed 
project/event/program meets each of the criteria below. 
 
The project/event/program: 

1. Has a clear rationale and addresses identified and demonstrated community need or 
aspirations within the Woollahra LGA. 

2. Demonstrates value for money with the applicant having the capacity to manage the 
funds requested and deliver the project by 31 March 2022. 

3. Demonstrates the applicant’s ability to develop partnerships and alliances within local 
businesses and/or community groups where possible for the delivery of this 
project/event/program.  

4. Will be widely promoted throughout the Woollahra LGA. 
5. Can demonstrate that the proposal is equitable, inclusive, and accessible to the 

businesses and communities within the Woollahra LGA. 

Funding is limited and only applications meeting the assessment criteria will be 
recommended to Council for approval. Applicants will be advised of the outcome of their 
application as soon as possible and successful applicants will be provided with a funding 
agreement, payment details and the acquittal process. 
 
Process guidelines 

 

 Successful applicants will be required to sign a funding agreement and provide an 
invoice to Council for payment of granted funds. 

 

 Successful applicants must give appropriate acknowledgement of Council’s support 
in all their promotional material and programming information for the 
project/event/program. Council will provide relevant information to the successful 
applicant on the use of the Council logo and branding on promotional material.  

 

 A program/event evaluation and financial acquittal will be required within 30 days of 
the completion of the project. This reporting form needs to be submitted through the 
SmartyGrants system.  
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 Monies granted are to be fully expended prior to 31 March 2022, unless approval for 
an extension has been requested and approved in writing. Any unspent funds at 31 
March 2022 are to be returned to Council.  

 
 
Contact Details 

For questions regarding Revitalisation Grants, please contact grants@woollahra.nsw.gov.au 

and/or Romi Fosco (02) 9391 7191 or Jin Young Kim on (02) 9391 7073 for business 

focused applications. 
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Revitalisation Grants Summary, Recommendations and Comments

Individuals / Community Groups (Grants of up to $2,000)
Applicant Project Title Brief Project Description  Amount 

Requested 
 Total Project 

Cost 
Amount 

Recommended
Comments

Aisling Cooper Community 
Flower 
Gardens

Over the last 12 months, a number of local residents have 
refreshed and upgraded over 19 gardens/verges on Duxford 
Street, Paddington. This consisted of weeding, removing 
litter and debris, and purchasing flowers, trees, soil and 
mulch. Funding requested to continue this work on Duxford 
Street and onto Stafford Street, enhancing the streetscape 
and bringing community together.

2,000.00$     21,460.00$   2,000.00$      A grassroots project to enhance 
local streetscape that has already 
demonstrated significant volunteer 
commitment. Funding 
recommended with the condition 
that pre-approval for works is 
sought via the Verge Garden 
Application Form in line with the Astra Howard Moving Story-

Telling Vehicle
The Moving Story-Telling Vehicle engages the public in 
conversation about their neighbourhood. Wheeled along 
footpath locations in Woollahra, the display will reveal 
quotes from historical and contemporary texts about the 
area combined with conversation drawn from pedestrians 
who stop to chat. An evolving live narrative of place will 
develop merging fact and fiction, data and story, ideas and 
aspirations.

1,250.00$     1,250.00$      -$                While an interesting concept, this 
project would require significant 
staff investment to make it 
successful. Funding is not 
recommended. 

Deckchair 
Sunsets 
Neighbour 
Day 2022

Deckchair 
Sunsets 
Connecting 
Community 
Neighbour Day 
2022

The Neighbour Day 2022 theme is 'Connecting Community'. 
Funding requested for a neighbourhood get-together at 
Derby Street Reserve, Vaucluse. Expected to attract 50 
attendees, the event involves catering by a local business 
affected by the lockdown and a local musician, with a vision 
of sharing food together to bond in as a community and 
foster mental wellbeing and resilience.

1,403.72$     2,203.72$      $1,403.72 This is a grassroots community 
event and supports local businesses. 
Full funding is recommended.

Ian Perlman Lines on Paper 'Lines on Paper' will be an illustrated public talk about past 
and future of cities including Sydney. It will address shifting 
concepts, cultural and technical conditions that underpin 
public works, and qualities lost and gained in the shift from 
hand-drafting to digital technology. The event will be held 
at NCJWA premises on Queen Street, Woollahra. 

2,000.00$     2,650.00$      -$                This application does not meet 
priority funding areas. Funding is 
not recommended.

Annexure 2 1 of 8



Woollahra Municipal Council 

Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 22 November 2021 

Annexure 2 Revitalisation Grants Program 2021 - Summary, Recommendations and Comments Page 108 
 

  

Revitalisation Grants Summary, Recommendations and Comments

Applicant Project Title Brief Project Description  Amount 
Requested 

 Total Project 
Cost 

Amount 
Recommended

Comments

Karitanna 
Woolfe-
Graham

Mini TAFE for 
disabled 
people

Funding requested to create a 'mini-TAFE' that helps 
isolated people with disability get digital know-how through 
a series of facilitated Zoom classes.  Karitanna Woolfe-
Graham is disabled with Autism and has lived experience of 
what people with disability, who may have dropped out of 
society and educational institutions, need to stay 
connected to reduce social isolation. 

1,992.34$     2,400.00$      $1,992.34 Funding recommended on the 
condition the applicant meet with 
Community Development staff to 
further develop the concept.

Ruth 
Shteinman

Beginner 
Macramé

Forty attendees aged 10-85 will be guided for 1.5 hours in 
basic techniques of macramé weaving. By completion of 
the workshop they will know four basic knots and may keep 
their finished work. The skill learned opens possibilities for 
further explorations of this craft, a form of manual 
coordination that is enjoyable, even mesmerising, and 
considered by some to be quasi-therapeutic.

2,000.00$     2,800.00$      2,000.00$      Full funding is recommended to 
support participants' development 
of a mindful artistic skill that can 
they can continue to practice after 
the workshop. 

The 
Woollahra 
Community 
Choir

The Woollahra 
Community 
Choir Term 
1/2022

Funding requested to re-establish The Woollahra 
Community Choir ('The Woolltones') in 2022 after Covid 
suspended operations in 2019; to encourage and promote 
well-being through the enjoyment of group choral singing. 
The choir is open to people of all backgrounds and singing 
abilities.

2,000.00$     8,300.00$      2,000.00$      This community choir has the 
capacity to become independent of 
Council with membership fees. Full 
funding recommended to support 
its post-Covid re-establishment.

Windsor 
Street 
Community 
Garden

Windsor St 
Reserve 
Rejuvenation

Funding requested for the rejuvenation of the Windsor 
Street Reserve Garden in Paddington. This community 
maintained garden provides an essential space for 
neighbours to come together and connect, particularly 
important during lockdown. 

2,000.00$     4,000.00$      2,000.00$      This is a community-led initiative 
and is supported by the 
Environment and Sustainability 
team. Full funding is recommended.

TOTALS 14,646.06$   45,063.72$   11,396.06$    

Annexure 2 2 of 8
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Revitalisation Grants Summary, Recommendations and Comments

Businesses / Not-for-Profits / Registered Charities (Grants of up to $5,000)
Applicant Project Title Brief Project Description  Amount 

Requested 
 Total Project 

Cost 
Amount 

Recommended
Comments

Art Lab School Art In The Park Funding requested to run an evening of painting at Chiswick 
Gardens, Woollahra. Accessible to all members of the 
community regardless of experience, art instructors will 
guide 50 participants through the steps to make a beautiful 
painting.

4,806.38$     4,806.38$      4,806.38$      Art Lab School is a business located 
on Ocean Street. This business 
activation would provide an artistic 
community event visible on a 
thoroughfare. Full funding is 
recommended.

Atticus 
Hospitality 
Pty Ltd

Tequila 
Mockingbird 
Bush Tucker

Tequila Mockingbird will team up with Indigenous food 
experts from The Royal Botanical Gardens to present 4 
weekly dinners in the outdoor parklet area (or street 
seating) on Heeley St, Paddington. Latin American flavours 
will fuse with native ingredients for the menu and cocktails. 
Funding requested for marketing and speakers, native food 
experts who will discuss the origins and history of the 
ingredients used during the dinner. 

5,000.00$     14,700.00$   -$                The applicant's parklet application 
has not yet been determined. 
Further, this submission does not 
strongly address the grant priority 
areas. Funding is not recommended.

Bays 
Gymnastics, 
Cheer and 
Dance

Dance and 
Fitness 
Sessions

Funding requested to run a 10-week adult Dance and 
Fitness program from the Bay Room, Double Bay. This 
would encourage 20 adults to reconnect with themselves 
and one another through movement. The last session 
would involve a talk on resilience and growth mindset. 

2,200.00$     2,540.00$      -$                It is unclear how this project would 
address social isolation and it does 
not support a specific target group. 
Funding is not recommended.

Bei Amici 
Restaurant

Bei Amici 
Social Club

Bei Amici is the only restaurant in Darling Point and has 
received feedback from senior patrons that they are keen 
to socialise but worried about going out. Funding requested 
to support a monthly "social club" for neighbours to meet 
outside our restaurant for free canapes and drinks, building 
community.

5,000.00$     10,000.00$   -$                This application does not strongly 
meet the priority areas. Funding is 
not recommended.

Buddhist 
Counselling

Community 
Mindfulness 
Meditation

Funding requested to run four community mindfulness and 
meditation sessions over four weeks, with an aim of 
reducing social isolation and improving mental health and 
resilience by teaching the tools and techniques of 
meditation and mindfulness. To be held at Cooper Park 
Community Hall, accommodating up to 60 participants each 
session.

5,000.00$     5,500.00$      -$                No local community need or 
connection to local community 
demonstrated. Funding is not 
recommended.

Annexure 2 3 of 8
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Revitalisation Grants Summary, Recommendations and Comments

Applicant Project Title Brief Project Description  Amount 
Requested 

 Total Project 
Cost 

Amount 
Recommended

Comments

Cambridge 
Markets Pty 
Ltd

Watsons Bay 
Market

Watsons Bay Market is a large gift market held at 
Robertson Park, Watsons Bay. Cambridge Markets will 
showcase local artisans, quality food providores, talented 
designers, and small businesses in a picturesque and 
relaxed environment. The market aims to bring the 
community together and provide a beautiful and happy 
experience for residents and day-trippers alike.

5,000.00$     54,490.50$   5,000.00$      Watsons' Bay exhibits a high 
dependence on visitor spending and 
has been hard hit by the pandemic 
and lock down. Full funding 
recommended to boost visitation to 
the area. 

Charity 
Champs

Ridare Ridare is a Social Enterprise being launched by Charity 
Champs working with the fashion industry to sell end of line 
goods from elevated brands to avoid them going direct to 
landfill. The Social Enterprise will employ vulnerable people 
experiencing social isolation. Funding requested for their e-
commerce platform and photographic equipment.

5,000.00$     35,000.00$   $5,000.00 This is a unique social enterprise 
that will work in partnership with 
local people and organisations and 
has the capacity to deliver ongoing 
engagement with target groups. Full 
funding is recommended. 

Claire 
Edwards 
Design + 
Place + 
Research

30 Days | 30 
People | 30 
Stories

This project aims to connect the community and increase 
community participation by photographing and recording in 
words 30 residents' stories: why they came to Woollahra, 
why they live in Woollahra, what connects them to place, 
what one piece of advice they would like to share that has 
made them resilient, or has kept them strong in times of 
adversity.

5,000.00$     6,400.00$      -$                This project would require 
significant staff investment to 
ensure it is well-received and 
successful. Funding is not 
recommended.

COA Sydney PURIM + Expo 
Cruise for 
Jewish Seniors

COA will host a 3-hour cruise around Sydney Harbour for 
seniors to encourage them back into social activity after 
lockdown. This event will engage 170 CALD seniors (with 
their carers when applicable) and an additional 30 
volunteers who are also 65+.  

5,000.00$     17,050.00$   5,000.00$      Seniors are a key target group and 
are at increased risk of social 
isolation, exacerbated by Covid. Full 
funding is recommended for this 
seniors social event. 

Creative 
Caring

Dance Party 
for Seniors

Funding requested to run a Dance Party for 60 seniors, 
incorporating a contemporary dance class, creative play 
without physical contact, and finishing up with a free-form 
dance to live musicians. Activity held at the Drill Hall, 
Darling Point.

4,550.00$     6,345.00$      -$                The high cost per capita does not 
demonstrate value for money and 
the event would require a 
significant amount of Council staff 
time to ensure its success. Funding 
is not recommended.
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Revitalisation Grants Summary, Recommendations and Comments

Applicant Project Title Brief Project Description  Amount 
Requested 

 Total Project 
Cost 

Amount 
Recommended

Comments

Getalong 
Design

Fig Tree 
Colonnade

Funding requested towards planting approximately 40 
aerial roots growing down from the fig trees planted along 
the front of the Royal Sydney Golf Club, to form solid 
organic "columns" on either side of the newly-installed 
pedestrian/bike path. The resulting 200m long "colonnade" 
will be uniquely beautiful, while also protecting the trees 
from collapse. 

5,000.00$     7,500.00$      5,000.00$      This is both an art installation and 
an environmental intervention that 
fits with the strategies of the Rose 
Bay Place Plan and will create a 
point of interest in the community. 
Full funding is recommended on the 
condition of approval by Open 
Space & Trees.

GKAL Pty Ltd  
(t/a Anytime 
Fitness Rose 
Bay)

Healthy Body, 
Healthy Mind

Funding requested to offer two weeks free gym access at 
Anytime Fitness Rose Bay to any Woollahra LGA resident 
over 16 years of age, giving them an opportunity to kick-
start a healthy lifestyle and improve their mental health 
following the long lockdown.

5,000.00$     5,000.00$      -$                This submission is does not meet 
the priority areas for funding. 
Woollahra residents can already 
access a free week of gym access 
per Anytime Fitness' website. 
Funding is not recommended.

Glenmore 
Road Public 
School 
Parents & 
Citizens 
Association 
Inc  
#paddolockdo
wnart

Paddo 
Unlocked Art

Paddo Unlocked Art is a collaborative community art 
initiative building on the success of  #paddolockdownart, 
which emerged as a creative community response to the 
2021 lockdown. The project will document the story of 
#paddolockdownart in a photobook, bring together those 
involved for a community event at a gallery, and provide a 
digital blueprint documenting the how-to for the next 
edition.

5,000.00$     8,160.00$      -$                This submission is a documentation 
rather than an activation. Copies of 
the photobook will be printed and 
sold as a fundraiser for the P&C. 
Funding is not recommended.

JewishCare Our Kitchen 
Hand 
Gardening 
Project

OKH Gardening is a JewishCare program for people with 
disabilities. Funding requested towards supporting a garden 
where PWD will develop skills in planting and harvesting. 
Produce will be used in OKH cooking classes and surplus 
produce will be sold at Bondi Junction markets. The 
initiative facilitates the inclusion of people with disability in 
the wider community.

5,000.00$     5,000.00$      5,000.00$      This initiative is an expansion of an 
existing program to include outdoor, 
fresh air elements and gardening 
skill-development for people with 
disabilities. Funding is not 
recommended.
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Revitalisation Grants Summary, Recommendations and Comments

Applicant Project Title Brief Project Description  Amount 
Requested 

 Total Project 
Cost 

Amount 
Recommended

Comments

LightLetter 
(trading as 
ESLABELS PTY 
LIMITED)

Helping 
Retailers & 
Hospitality 
Venues to 
Shine Post-
Lockdown

We are looking to provide high quality light signs to allow 
businesses impacted from COVID to attract more 
customers for years to come. It will also add to the street 
appeal of areas which have been neglected through lack of 
investment over the last few years. 

5,000.00$     11,556.00$   -$                This submission does not meet the 
priority areas for funding. Funding is 
not recommended.

Mind my Pain MIND my PAIN 
- Health Self-
Management 
Journal

The applicant has devised and written a 250-page A5 
Health Self-Management Journal focusing on motivation, 
movement and mindfulness, MINDmyPAIN, based on the 
applicant's lived experience managing chronic pain for over 
20 years.  

5,000.00$     9,600.00$      -$                This application does not strongly 
meet priority areas. Funding is not 
recommended.

Mock Gravity Small Business 
Podcast

A podcast series showcasing the small businesses of 
Paddington that have been struggling during lockdown and 
telling stories of the business owners. This will be a special 
6-part series on existing podcast 'Aussie Rideshare', which 
has had nearly 100,000 downloads to date.

3,060.00$     12,180.00$   3,060.00$      Innovative project that can capture 
and promote local narratives and 
support local businesses. Funding 
recommended on the condition the 
applicant confers with Placemaking 
staff regarding process by which to 
identify businesses to feature. 

My Care 
Channel

Reducing 
Social Isolation 
For Seniors 
Through My 
Aged Care 
Education

My Care Channel will create a series of video broadcasts 
that will explain the benefits of My Aged Care and how it 
can reduce social isolation for seniors in the Woollahra 
area. The broadcasts will also aim to destigmatise My Aged 
Care as a service created for disadvantaged communities, 
and instead reframe it as social support for all seniors.

5,000.00$     12,500.00$   -$                The organisation and content are 
not localised to Woollahra Council. 
Holdsworth is funded to support 
access to My Aged Care in the area. 
Funding is not recommended.

My Stepping 
Stones Rose 
Bay

Garden 
Improvements

My Stepping Stones day-care provides long care for 64 
children on any given day. The outdoor garden areas 
provide vital learning and development for the children: 
physical development; play with water, sand, mud; land 
earning to respect, care for and appreciate the natural 
environment. Funding requested to improve the garden 
areas, particularly to encourage safe play post-Covid.

4,897.00$     4,897.00$      -$                The proposed project is not 
accessible to the broader 
community and does not strongly 
meet priority areas. Funding is not 
recommended.
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Revitalisation Grants Summary, Recommendations and Comments

Applicant Project Title Brief Project Description  Amount 
Requested 

 Total Project 
Cost 

Amount 
Recommended

Comments

NCJWA NSW Cultural 
Community 
Musical 
Afternoon

Funding requested to run a Cultural Community Musical 
event with a high tea for 70 Woollahra seniors, planned in 
response to the social isolation caused by Covid-19. 
Funding requested for musicians, food, transport, security 
and cleaning.

5,000.00$     6,800.00$      5,000.00$      Seniors are a key target group and 
are at increased risk of social 
isolation, exacerbated by Covid. Full 
funding is recommended for this 
seniors social event. 

Our Big 
Kitchen

Post Covid 
Community 
Building

Funding requested to provide four volunteer cooking 
sessions specifically for older members of the community 
who have been suffering from isolation due to Covid-19. 
Bringing people together to volunteer to prepare food for 
others assists in community building and reduces the 
effects of isolation.

2,000.00$     2,000.00$      2,000.00$      This project engages seniors and 
supports volunteering. Funding is 
recommended.

Rushcutters 
Bay Paddle 
Sports

Kayak to 
Connect

Funding requested for a digital marketing campaign to 
reach out to local and surrounding residents to try paddling 
post lockdown to reduce social isolation, improve mental 
health and acquire new skills and fitness.

5,000.00$     5,285.00$      -$                This submission does not meet the 
priority areas for funding. Funding 
requested for marketing to promote 
existing business with no additional 
community element. Funding is not 
recommended.

Southern Sky 
Tours

Stargazing 
events in 
Woollahra LGA

Southern Sky Tours will provide paid night-time guided 
stargazing events to the public in the Woollahra LGA and 
free daytime Pop Up "try astronomy" sessions to the 
community, giving the public the opportunity to look 
through high-powered astronomy equipment to observe 
the moon and ask any astronomy related questions.

5,000.00$     28,808.00$   -$                This application does not strongly 
meet the priority areas. Funding is 
not recommended.

Theatre 
Travels

Theatre is 
Back!

Theatre Travels is preparing multiple productions for early 
2022 to allow emerging artists to get back into work and 
back on stage. These shows will perform both in local 
Sydney and in Canberra and Adelaide to allow emerging 
artists the opportunity to make up for lost time and best 
hone their craft, engage in paid employment and work 
collaboratively again.

2,000.00$     23,000.00$   -$                This theatre is based outside 
Woollahra and performances will be 
outside Woollahra. Not enough 
information provided about the 
people it would support. Funding is 
not recommended.
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Revitalisation Grants Summary, Recommendations and Comments

Applicant Project Title Brief Project Description  Amount 
Requested 

 Total Project 
Cost 

Amount 
Recommended

Comments

to GET PTY 
LTD

SHOP LOCAL & 
ONLINE

The project focuses on the benefits to businesses and the 
community of supporting local shopping online. The key 
activities include a business to business marketing 
activation within each of the villages, a direct to consumer 
multichannel marketing integrated marketing campaign, 
and a competition focused on championing favourite 
businesses to encourage SHOPLOCAL.

5,000.00$     31,500.00$   5,000.00$      This project supports the Shop Local 
Campaign by providing an 
integrated online shopping channel 
for local businesses and residents as 
well as marketing and promotion. 
Full funding is recommended.

Tramezzo 
Espresso Bar

Pizza Lab Funding requested to host a weekly event for the local 
community, centred around woodfired pizza, wine and 
music, the Italian way.  

5,000.00$     5,000.00$      -$                This application does not strongly 
meet the priority areas. Funding is 
not recommended.

Which Brand 
Pty Ltd

SLOW DOWN 
ON STREET

Road trauma is the biggest killer of children 1-14 years in 
Australia. The local SLOW DOWN campaign aims to reduce 
speeding near schools in Rose Bay by distributing large 
stickers, which feature speed limit signs and life-size images 
of children stepping towards the road, designed to be 
applied to wheelie bins and provide a strong visual road 
safety reminder to motorists.

5,000.00$     12,000.00$   -$                This application does not meet the 
priority areas and there is no 
evidence provided of the efficacy of 
the campaign. Funding is not 
recommended.

TOTALS 123,513.38$ 347,617.88$ 44,866.38$    
GRAND TOTAL 138,159.44$ 392,681.60$ 56,262.44$    
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Item No: 12.5   

Subject: 

LANDOWNER'S CONSENT FOR LODGEMENT OF A 

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION BY EASTS RUGBY CLUB FOR 

UNCOVERED DEMOUNTABLE TIERED GRANDSTAND 

SEATING AT ANDREW PETRIE OVAL, ROSE BAY 

Author: Roger Faulkner, Team Leader - Open Space & Recreation Planning  

Approvers: Paul Fraser, Manager - Open Space & Trees 

Tom O'Hanlon, Director - Infrastructure & Sustainability  

File No: 21/234956 

Reason for Report: To seek Council approval to grant landowner’s consent for DA 

lodgement.  
 

Recommendation: 

 

THAT Council, in its capacity as owner of Andrew Petrie Oval, grant landowner’s consent to 

Eastern Suburbs District Rugby Union Football Club to lodge a DA for the uncovered demountable 

grandstand seating at the oval as per the plans included at Annexure 1 of this report.  
 

Background: 

 

Eastern Suburbs District Rugby Union Football Club (ESDRUFC), as a Licensee of Andrew 

Petrie Oval (APO), has requested that Council grant landowner’s consent to the lodgement of a 

Development Application (DA) for uncovered demountable grandstand seating 60 metres in 

length on the eastern side of APO. 

 

An application like this would usually come to full Council via the Finance, Community and 

Services Committee (FC&S), however some information regarding the proposal arrived after 

the deadline for the 8 November 2021 FC&S meeting. In this instance, it is considered 

appropriate to bring the proposal directly to full Council for consideration noting that, due to 

the Council election, there will not be another FC&S Committee meeting until the new year. 

This would represent an unreasonable delay in consideration of the request. 

 

If landowner’s consent is approved now, the Club could commence the DA process. Should a 

subsequent DA be approved, the club would have a good chance of procuring the structures 

and installing them early in the 2022 rugby season. If the lodgement of the DA is delayed until 

early 2022 it is highly unlikely that the club would have the grandstands in place for any of the 

2022 season. 

 

In recent years ESDRUFC has installed temporary demountable spectator seating on the eastern 

side of APO for televised matches and for matches that attract bigger crowd numbers. Council 

has not experienced any significant issues or received community complaints relating to the 

club’s temporary demountable seating installations, which have been similar style seating to 

this development proposal. 

 

ESDRUFC have also informed Council that the Sydney Rugby Union (SRU) is implementing a 

new Participation Licensing Agreement which stipulates a number of mandatory requirements 

that each Club must meet in order to remain in the Shute Shield competition. One of these is 

adequate spectating facilities. 
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In addition, Council’s draft Recreation Strategy 2021, which was resolved to be placed on 

public exhibition at the Council meeting on 5 July 2021, contains the following action relevant 

to this proposal: 

 

 3.11  Work with Easts Rugby Club on the proposal for grandstand seating on the 

eastern side of Andrew Petrie Oval (ensuring accessibility is included in investigations). 

 

For absolute clarity, this report seeks Council endorsement only for the lodgement of a DA. As 

such, Council is acting purely in its capacity as owner of the site and not as a planning 

authority. A resolution to approve lodgement of the DA should not be considered by any party 

to be endorsement of the proposal from a planning perspective. 

 

Proposal: 

 

The proposed DA seeks to establish spectator seating for approximately 700 people, based on two 

people per metre of bench space.  It is proposed to build a demountable prefabricated aluminium 

seating structure on the Eastern side of the oval set back 1 metre from the existing fenced 

synthetic turf surface. Architectural plans containing details about the size and look of the 

proposed development are included at Attachment 1 – Development Application – Drawing 

Schedule.   

 

Below is an image depicting a similar seating design proposed at this location. Each of the three 

sections will be 18 metres in length, with a 1.5 metre wide staircase between each section as 

well as at each end of the overall structure (four staircases in total). There is a 1 metre wide 

walkway in front of the first row of seats which is 1 metre off the ground with a 1 metre high 

handrail at the front. 

 

 
 

Discussion: 

 

Staff of the Infrastructure and Sustainability Division have reviewed the proposal from a landowner 

perspective and advise as follows: 

 

1. As the facility will be built entirely within the existing fenced area of APO between the 

eastern side of the oval and the Woollahra Golf Club, the visual impact of the new structure 

will be negligible when viewed from outside Woollahra Park, due to the presence of many 

trees and other structures within the park and golf course.  Staff are therefore satisfied that the 

visual impact of the new infrastructure is acceptable.  
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2. ESDRUFC has reduced their proposal from 100 metres down to 60 metres in length at the 

request of Council staff.  It is noted that two extra sections of seating could be added in the 

future if demand is proven, subject to another DA.   

 

3. There is no expected or intended increase in spectator numbers entering the ground and 

enjoying the overall activities as a result of the proposed development, nor should there be 

any increase in vehicles servicing the facility. The proposed development will increase 

spectator comfort and physical distancing opportunities but does not provide a reason for the 

actual number of spectators attending matches to increase. 

 

Consultation: 

 

Should consent for lodgement of the DA be granted, it is noted that the DA will be exhibited more 

broadly as per standard planning processes. 

 

ESDRUFC has obtained a number of support letters from other stakeholder groups, including the 

Bondi Breakers Junior Rugby Club (regular hirer of APO), The Field At Easts Rugby, Woollahra 

Golf Club, Goal Soccer Academy (regular hirer of APO), Old Boys Union – Scots College and 

Legends Soccer Academy (regular hirer of APO). These letters are included as Attachment 2. In 

addition to the attached letters we have also had representation from the Junior Beasties Rugby 

Union Club and Bays Junior Rugby Union Club in support of the proposal.  

 

Identification of Income & Expenditure: 

 

The project and any ongoing maintenance of the structure will be fully funded by the ESDRUFC. 

There will be no cost to Woollahra Council.  

 

Conclusion: 

 

The proposal by the ESDRUFC will improve the functionality of the facility and improve capacity 

for spectators for all sporting codes and events held at APO. The visual and noise impacts 

associated with proposal are considered reasonable. It is therefore recommended that, as landowner, 

Council grant consent to the submission of a DA for the proposal.  
 

Annexures 

 

1. Development Application - Drawing Schedule ⇩   

2. Easts Rugby - demountable seating - letters of support - September 2021 ⇩    

CO_20211122_AGN_AT_files/CO_20211122_AGN_AT_Attachment_7934_1.PDF
CO_20211122_AGN_AT_files/CO_20211122_AGN_AT_Attachment_7934_2.PDF
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EASTERN SUBURBS RUGBY UNION CLUB - WOOLLAHRA OVAL - NSW

18/41-45  Wallis Street    Woollahra    NSW    2025    Australia  
E  jake@dowsearchitects.com.au architecture l landscapes l construction l development

JAKE DOWSE ARCHITECTS
dwg no

project project no

DA 1.00

N

Demountable Seating
Eastern Suburbs RFC - Woollahra Oval
Rose Bay NSW Australia

LOCATION PLAN
N.T.S.

2016

DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION - DRAWING SCHEDULE
current at 2021.10.05

DRAWING TITLE ISSUE ISSUE DATE

DA  1.00 Cover Sheet D 2021.10.05

DA  1.02 Site Plan & Site Analysis D 2021.10.05
DA  2.01 D 2021.10.05Seating Detail

DA  1.01 Site Survey

WARNING NOTE : The drawing set and this drawing contained within provides a 
Concept Design for the proposed works in accordance with the client brief, the site 
conditions, and the relative planning controls. The drawing set has been produced for 
Development Application and not for any other purpose.
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N

scale

issue

title

dwg no

project project no

18/41-45 Wallis Street    Woollhara    NSW    2025    Australia  
E  jake@dowsearchitects.com.auissue description date

Demountable Seating
Eastern Suburbs RFC - Woollahra Oval
Rose Bay NSW Australia

2016
architecture l landscapes l construction l development

JAKE DOWSE ARCHITECTS

A Preliminary 2021.02.28
B Revised Detail for DA Review 2021.03.08
C Development Application Submission (Draft) 2021.08.18
D Development Application Submission (Owners Consent) 2021.10.05

SITE PLAN & SITE ANALYSIS
NTS @ A3

D

DA 1.02

SCALE BAR

0 10 20 50 100 M

Sydney Croquet Club grounds and 
Clubhouse 

Existing screen planting around 
fenced perimetre of Oval area 

Proposed new demountable seating 
structure to detail shown on drawing 
DA2.02 located behind existing field 
fencing and parrallel to the eastern 
touchline. Additional allocatable total 
seating of 750 - 1000 provided.

Woollahra Golf Course

Location, height and indicative (low) 
impact of  proposed seating on 
adjacent areas. All screen planting, 
fences and lighting to remainWoollahra Golf Course Clubhouse 

Existing entry and exit points for 
vehicle and pedestrian traffic to be 
maintained 

Proposed seating area set-back 1M 
from existing lightpoles on vacant 
area outside fenced oval area.

Existing parking areas for all sporting 
and community groups including 
spaces allocated to disabled and low 
mobility passenger vehicles to be 
maintained (typical)  

Existing ESDRUFC Clubhouse
with current allocated seating of 160 
including designated area for 
accessible and compliant disabled 
and low mobility spectator seating

Woollahra Golf Course

Electronic Scoreboard

WARNING NOTE : The drawing set and this drawing contained within provides a 
Concept Design for the proposed works in accordance with the client brief, the site 
conditions, and the relative planning controls. The drawing set has been produced for 
Development Application and not for any other purpose.
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scale

issue

title

dwg no

project project no

18/41-45 Wallis Street    Woollhara    NSW    2025    Australia  
E  jake@dowsearchitects.com.auissue description date

Demountable Seating
Eastern Suburbs RFC - Woollahra Oval
Rose Bay NSW Australia

2016
architecture l landscapes l construction l development

JAKE DOWSE ARCHITECTS

A Preliminary 2021.02.28
B Revised detail for DA Review 2021.03.08
C Development Application Submission (Draft) 2021.08.18
D Development Application Submission (Owners Consent) 2021.10.05

SEATING DETAIL
as shown @ A3

D

DA 2.01

SCALE BAR

0 1 5 10 20 M

01
2.02

ELEVATION - FRONT
1:400

02
2.02

ELEVATION - SIDE
1:50

03
2.02

INDICATIVE PHOTO

Seating system to comply with all relevant 
BCA and Australian Standards 
requirements. Disabled and Low Mobility 
spectator seating is provided in existing 
areas adjacent the Main Clubhouse and 
with direct and compliant access to the 
existing parking and vehicle access 
facilities

Note photo shows a demountable 5 row 
tiered seating structure. A demountable 7 
row tiered seating structure is proposed.  

1000

Pathway to front of proposed stand to be a 
low maintenance trafficable surface with 
drainage as required

Approx playing field level

Area under footprint of seating system to be 
a combination of concrete footings where 
required and a permeable low maintenance 
surface such as road-base or artificial grass 
matching the playing field.

WARNING NOTE : The drawing set and this drawing contained within provides a 
Concept Design for the proposed works in accordance with the client brief, the site 
conditions, and the relative planning controls. The drawing set has been produced for 
Development Application and not for any other purpose.

60000
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Her Worship The Mayor 
Susan Wynne 
Woollahra Council 
53 New South Head Rd 
Double Bay, NSW , 2028      30th March 2021 
 
Dear Susan, 
I am writing to you on behalf of Easts Rugby Union, hoping you will support our application for temporary seating 
on the Eastern side of Andrew Petrie Oval. 
 
Whilst seating has been available on and off over the years, we feel providing a more sustainable & substantial 
solution is paramount. The Council has done a magnificent job creating the all-weather playing surface – we now 
need somewhere for the spectators to sit. 
 
There are several reasons this is important, the first of which is crowd safety. This was highlighted during COVID - 
crowd behaviour is much, much better when people are seated – that is an undisputed fact.  
 
Whilst we are very proud of the behavioural standards of our players and members we want to make sure we 
provide a safe environment for everyone who comes to Andrew Petrie Oval and making sure everyone has a seat 
will go a long way to achieving that goal. I’m sure the council would agree safety is a priority. 
 
Secondly, as the Oval has moved closer to the Golf Course we are receiving more “errant” golf balls, one of which 
recently caused a lady, who was watching Rugby at our Oval, to be hospitalised for stitching according Guy Gibson, 
General Manager at Woollahra Golf Club. The style of seating we have selected provides some protection from 
these unguided missiles.  
  
Andrew Petrie Oval should be the beating heart of our sporting community, providing some proper seating should 
be a natural next step in developing this wonderful asset. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support. 
 
Yours Sincerely 
 
 

 
 
John Murray 
President 
ESDRUFC 
22 O’Sullivan Rd Bellevue Hill 
john@eastsrugby.com.au 
0417259128 
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Dear Councillor, 
  
I, Toby Alder, write to you in my capacity as President of the Bondi Breaker Junior Rugby Club.  
Easts Bays is one of 4  junior clubs affiliated with the Eastern Suburbs District Rugby Union 
Football Club and has a long association with the local community and Easts Rugby Club . We 
currently have 5 teams, comprising of approximately 40 registered boys and girls in U6-U9 
age groups.  
  
Our Club uses Andrew Petrie Oval once a week for training. We love the synthetic playing 
surface as it means our players can now train even when the weather is not ideal.  In 
addition to attending training, our member parents and players support the senior Club at 
the Saturday home games. These games attract a substantial number of spectators. Despite 
this world class oval, unfortunately there are a limited amount of seating at the venue. This 
creates congestion around the main entries connecting the clubhouse and the field. 
Furthermore, as the field was raised up for the new surface, viewing the game is even more 
problematic for spectators. 
 
I would like to express my support for the proposed demountable seating at Andrew Petrie 
Oval. It would make a big difference to the game day experience and additionally would also 
help support covid-safety through facilitating adequate social distancing. From our clubs 
perspective, the proposed additional seating would provide parents with a superior vantage 
point to watch their young children train. This is particularly important to the parents of our 
younger players. Finally, I have been advised the proposed seating will provide wheelchair 
access which is an important feature.  
  

 
Kind Regards, 
Toby Alder 
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THE FIELD HOSPITALITY GROUP PTY LTD  
ABN 90 610 975 507 
22a O’SULLIVAN RD 

BELLEVUE HILL  2023   NSW 
PH: 0439390124 

www.thefieldateastsrugby.com.au 

  
 

Tuesday 6th April 2021 

Dear Councillor, 

I write this letter with full support and with excitement at the prospect of Easts Rugby 

Club submitting plans to help improve the seating and viewing at the Andrew Petrie 

Oval.  

As the owner and manager of The Field at Easts Rugby I have seen the wonderful 

changes the council and the club have made collectively over the last five years. 

I do however receive feedback all year round by the different groups that pay to use the 

field that the seating arrangements to watch sport on the multi-million dollar field are 

behind that of many other sports grounds. I believe the proposed seating is vital for four 

key reasons: 

• Improving the viewing experience 

• Providing safety with a wire mesh to protect against stray golf balls 

• Enhancing our ability to socially distance during Covid 

• Providing wheel-chair access 

From a personal perspective I believe the improvement would also add significant value 

to those attending The Field at Easts Rugby helping me generate business and employ 

staff.  

 

Kind Regards  

 

Andrew McNamara 

Owner and Manager of the Field Hospitality Group Pty Ltd 
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Woollahra Golf Club 
ACN 000 182 436 ABN 18 000 182 436 
O’Sullivan Rd, Bellevue Hill NSW 2023 

Phone: Office 9327 5404 Fax 9363 3101 www.woollaharagolfclub.com 
 

 
 
9th April 2021 
 
Her Worship the Mayor 
Susan Wynne 
Woollahra Council 
563 New South Head Rd 
Double Bay, NSW, 2028 
 
 
ESRUFC – ANDREW PETRIE OVAL - TEMPORARY STANDS 
 
Dear Mayor, 
 
We write to Woollahra Council in support of Easts Rugby’s application to erect temporary 
seating on the Eastern side of Andrew Petrie Oval.  We note the increasing popularity of all 
codes of sports at the oval and additional seating will no doubt be welcomed by the players, 
parents and spectators. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 

 
 
Michael JP Caldwell 
President 
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19th March 2021

Dear Councillor,
 

Legends Soccer regularly hosts soccer tournaments at the Andrew Petrie Oval.  Our tournaments typically host 120 
junior players per hour with crowds of 300+
 
I am aware of a development application for demountable seating at the venue and would like to wholeheartedly 
express my support for the venture. The reason we host so many tournaments at the venue is the first class playing 
surface enjoyed by our players and the spectator experience enjoyed by families and friends.

Currently there are two very small stands at the proposed site.  At each of our events these stands are filled 
immediately leaving all other spectators to stand at pitch level.  I have received a lot of positive feedback about 
these small stands mixed with queries as to why there is not more seating available.

Many of our spectators are families including siblings of players who would really benefit from the elevated view 
afforded by the proposed seating.  Currently these spectators have an extremely restricted view of the action 
through the mesh fencing surrounding the playing surface.
 
I understand the proposed seating will also help support covid-safety, facilitating adequate social distancing and 
will provide wheel chair access to ensure the spectator experience is as inclusive as possible.

I would like to express my gratitude for council having built such a fantastic community venue which is enjoyed by 
a huge number of local families.  The proposed seating structure would be the icing on the cake and take the 
experience for players and supporters to the next level.

Yours with appreciation

Dan Pyke  
Owner Legends Soccer Academy
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 22 March 2021
 

Woollahra Municipal Council 
536 New South Head Road 
Double Bay NSW 2028 

 
Dear Councillor 
 
My name is Mathew Collett, and I am the President of the Scots College Old Boys Union and 
present over 13,000 alumni. 
  
As an avid Rugby fan and strong community supporter, I would like to express my full support 
for the proposed demountable seating at Andrew Petrie oval that Easts Rugby Club are 
proposing. The new playing surface is superb, and we commend the councillors for their 
foresight. The missing piece in the puzzle is adequate seating and unfortunately, there is a very 
limited amount of seating in place, diminishing the enjoyment of spectators, particularly 
children who cannot see over other spectators. The proposed seating will also help support 
COVID-safety, facilitating adequate social distancing, as opposed to having all supporters 
compressed together trying to watch the game.  
 
Finally, the proposed seating will provide wheel chair access which we see as critical in order to 
be as inclusive as possible. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Mr Mathew Collett 
President of the Old Boys’ Union 
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Item No: 12.6   

Subject: END OF TERM REPORT 

Authors: Petrina Duffy, Coordinator Strategy & Performance 

Cheryle Burns, Manager - Business Assurance & Improvement  

Approvers: Sue Meekin, Director Corporate Performance 

Craig Swift-McNair, General Manager  

File No: 21/147507 

Reason for Report: To report on Council’s achievements in implementing our Community 

Strategic Plan Woollahra 2030.    
 

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT the End of Term Report of Council’s progress against the adopted targets of the 

Woollahra 2030 Community Strategic Plan be received and noted. 
 

B. THAT Councillors note the legislative change to the future format of this report. 

 

Background: 

 

The Local Government Act (NSW) 1993 outlines the major statutory requirements under Integrated 

Planning and Reporting (IP&R) within Sections 402 – 405. These are supported by the NSW Office 

of Local Government Handbook and Guidelines, which can be found at 

https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/councils/integrated-planning-and-reporting/.  

 

Currently it is an IP&R requirement that in the last year of the council’s term in office an End of 

Term Report is prepared, outlining progress in achieving the objectives of the Community Strategic 

Plan during its term in office. It is a requirement that an End of Term Report must be presented at 

the final meeting of an outgoing Council. 

 

The End of Term Report 2017/18 - 2020/21 reports the Council’s achievements in implementing 

our Community Strategic Plan over the previous four years by measuring progress against the 

targets set in our Community Strategic Plan Woollahra 2030, adopted by Council 18 June 2018.  

 

The framework for the End of Term Report is consistent with the structure of the Delivery Program 

and Operational Plan which have been developed around the following interrelated themes and 

supporting goals: 
 

Theme: Community well-being Theme:  A healthy environment 
Goal 1: A connected, engaged and harmonious 

  community for all ages and abilities 

Goal 7: Protecting our environment 

Goal 2: A supported, enabled and resilient  

  community 

Goal 8: Sustainable use of resources 

Goal 3: A creative and vibrant community Theme:  Local prosperity 

Theme:  Quality places and spaces Goal 9: Community focused economic development 

Goal 4: Well planned neighbourhoods Theme:  Community leadership & 

participation 
Goal 5: Liveable places Goal 10: Working together 

Goal 6: Getting around Goal 11: A well-managed Council 

 

The End of Term Report 2017/18 - 2020/21 is provided as Annexure 1.  

https://www.olg.nsw.gov.au/councils/integrated-planning-and-reporting/
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It is noted that with the September 2021 changes made to Sections 402 – 405 of the Act, henceforth 

from the December 2021 Council elections onwards: 

 

i. The End of Term Report will be replaced by a ‘State of our City’ report, which is tabled 

to the incoming Council; 

 

ii. In the new format, the ‘State of the Environment’ sub-report will be replaced by a 

requirement for Quadruple Bottom Line reporting.  

 

In accordance with these changes, the incoming Council elected in December 2021 will be 

presented with a State of our City report in 2022.  

 

Conclusion: 

 

The End of Term Report 2017/18 - 2020/21 is attached.  This report represents the reporting period 

2017/18 - 2020/21. This report draws together progress comments from the respective Council 

officers.  It is presented to inform Council and the community of Council’s achievements in 

delivering progress the Woollahra 2030 Community Strategic Plan. 

 

This report will be replaced in future iterations by the State of our City report formatted as specified 

by the Act. The inaugural State of our City report will be tabled to the incoming Council at the 

second meeting of the new Council in 2022, and will reflect the same reporting period information 

as this End of Term Report. 
 

Annexures 

 

1. End of Term Report 2017/18 - 2020/21 ⇩    

CO_20211122_AGN_AT_files/CO_20211122_AGN_AT_Attachment_7569_1.PDF
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End-of-Term Report
Under the NSW Government’s Integrated Planning and 
Reporting Legislation for Local Government, Council 
is required to produce a report on its progress in 
implementing the Community Strategic Plan during its 
term. 

The aim of the End-of-Term Report is to provide an 
update to the Woollahra Community on how the 
Council is progressing towards achieving the social, 
environmental, economic and civic leadership objectives 
of the Community Strategic Plan, Woollahra 2030, and 
in doing so, provide information about how effective the 
Community Strategic Plan has been in delivering the 
desired outcomes. 

Our End-of-Term Report provides comments in respect 
of progress Council has made through its Delivery 
Program and Operational Plans between 2017 and 
2021 against each of the fifty (50) agreed Strategies 
presented in Woollahra 2030. 

 The Report also highlights what Council considers to be 
the significant achievements during this term of Council 
(2017 - 2021) for each of the eleven (11) identified Goals 
which link the suite of Council’s Integrated Planning & 
Reporting documents. 

Council’s End-of-Term Report will be presented to the 
final meeting of the outgoing Council prior to the Local 
Government Elections held on 4 December 2021. 

Woollahra 2030
Woollahra 2030 was adopted by Council, as its 
Community Strategic Plan on the 18 June 2018. 
Woollahra 2030 is informed through Council’s ongoing 
community engagement on strategies, plans and 
policies.  The Community Strategic Plan is formally 
reviewed, usually every four years inline with Council’s 
election cycle and integrated planning and reporting 
legislative requirements.

Term of the sitting Councillors
Due to the prospect of forced Council amalgamations, 
planned 2016 Council elections were delayed until 2017 
by the State government. This reduced the elected term 
of the sitting Council for four years to a three year term, 
due to end September 2020. 

In response to the global COVID-19 pandemic, on 25 
March 2020, the NSW Minister for Local Government 
announced amendments to the Local Government 
Act 1993 (NSW) to delay scheduled elections from 
September 2020 by one year and so adding one year 
to the term of the sitting Councillors. This was later 
extended on 25 July 2021, due to an outbreak of the 
Delta strain of the Covid-19 virus in NSW. Elections are 
now due to be held 4 December 2021. 

Thus this document reflects a four year term for the 
elected Councillors, and it is anticipated the next End-of-
Term Report will reflect a three year term (2022-2024) 
before returning to the normal 4-year cycle.



Woollahra Municipal Council 

Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 22 November 2021 

Annexure 1 End of Term Report 2017/18 - 2020/21 Page 137 
 

  

WOOLLAHRA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
End-of-Term Report 2021

5

Progress reporting
Responding to the issues the community have told 
us are important, Woollahra 2030 presents the long 
term vision for Woollahra around five broad interrelated 
Themes. 

Supporting each of these Themes are key Goals 
and Strategies for Council to pursue and facilitate in 
partnership with our community and other government 
agencies.  The five (5) Themes and supporting Goals 
around which Woollahra 2030 and this End-of-Term 
Report is structured around. 

In addition to the Community Strategic Plan, Council’s 
Integrated Planning & Reporting Framework extends 
to include a 4 year Delivery Program and an annual 
Operational Plan. 

The Delivery Program describes how Council will work 
with the community to achieve community Goals.  It 
outlines the priorities that Council will pursue to meet 
the Goals and Strategies Council has adopted and 
presented in Woollahra 2030.   

The Operational Plan includes Council’s annual budget 
and provides detailed information on the range of 
Actions and Projects Council will undertake in the 
financial year that will assist in progressing towards the 
agreed community Goals.  For ease of reference Council 
has combined its Delivery Program and Operational Plan 
into a single document which is reviewed and updated 
on annual basis. 

 This End-of-Term Report provides comments in respect 
of progress Council has made through its Delivery 
Program and Operational Plans between 2017 and 
2021 against each of the fifty (50) agreed Strategies 
presented in Woollahra 2030.  

The Report also highlights what Council considers to be 
the significant achievements during this term of Council 
(2017/18 - 2020/21) for each of the eleven (11) identified 
Goals which link the suite of Council’s Integrated 
Planning & Reporting documents. 

Presenting the End-of-Term Report in this manner 
will assist the incoming Council, to be elected at the 
4 December 2021 Local Government Elections, to 
undertake a review of Woollahra 2030 and prepare the 
Council’s next Delivery Program and Operational Plan. 
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Elected Councillors 2017-2021

Our Woollahra local government area consists of five 
electoral wards, with three Councillors representing 
each Ward, a total of fifteen (15) Councillors. The last 
election was held in September 2017. 

BELLEVUE HILL 
WARD

COOPER  
WARD

DOUBLE BAY  
WARD

PADDINGTON  
WARD

VAUCLUSE  
WARD

Nick Maxwell
Councillor  

Luise Elsing
Councillor  

Richard Shields
Deputy Mayor

Peter Cavanagh
Councillor  

Claudia Cullen
Councillor  

Lucinda Regan 
Councillor 

Anthony Marano
Councillor  

Mark Silcocks 
Councillor  

Harriet Price
Councillor  

Mary-Lou Jarvis 
Councillor  

Isabelle Shapiro
Councillor 

Megan McEwin
Councillor  

Toni Zeltzer
Councillor  

Matthew 
Robertson
Councillor  

Susan Wynne
Mayor  
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Community Satisfaction 
and Priorities

Top 5 priorities as rated by 
Woollahra residents 2021

95% of residents indicated that 
the quality of life living in 
Woollahra Council was 
‘Good’, ‘Very Good’ or 
‘Excellent’

95% of residents would 
recommend living in the 
area to their friends

82% of residents feel at least 
somewhat connected/engaged

26% of residents want to feel 
more connected/engaged

83% of residents are at least 
somewhat satisfied 
with Council’s current 
level of communication

81% of residents are at least 
somewhat satisfied 
with the way Council 
consults with the 
community 

Waste collection 
(96%)

Parks and recreation 
areas (96%)

Maintaining foreshores 
and beaches (94%)

Recycling 
(93%)

Renewing and maintaining 
footpaths/pedestrian ramps 
(93%)

Top 5 satisfaction areas as rated by 
Woollahra residents 2021

Woollahra 
Libraries (97%)

Parks and recreation 
areas (93%)

Playgrounds 
(91%)

Sporting fields and 
facilities (91%)

Harbourside 
facilities (91%)

In 2020/21 Council appointed Micromex to conduct a 
community satisfaction survey. This survey also asked 
the community to rank the importance of services, 
assisting Council to better understand community 
priorities. 
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Community Satisfaction 
Summary

Community satisfaction 
with Council’s healthy 
environment services                 

(5% decrease from 2017/18)

81%

Community satisfaction 
with Council’s community 

wellbeing services                      
(1% decrease from 2017/18)              

86%

Community satisfaction 
with Council’s local 
prosperity services         

(4% increase from 2017/18)

68%

Community satisfaction with 
Council’s community leadership 

and participation services                                   
(3% increase from 2017/18)

73%

The 2020/21 community satisfaction survey results 
are compared to 2017/18 satisfaction levels to reflect 
Council’s performance over the term.  

Community satisfaction 
with Council’s places 
and spaces services                       

(2% decrease from 2017/18)

73%



Woollahra Municipal Council 

Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 22 November 2021 

Annexure 1 End of Term Report 2017/18 - 2020/21 Page 141 
 

  

WOOLLAHRA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
End-of-Term Report 2021

9

Infographic

WOOLLAHRA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
End-of-Term Report 2021

9

Snapshot Highlights 

31,949

domestic violence 
accomodation

$1.1m

           additional                   
child care places at 

Woollahra Preschool

40

current active 
Library members

2,161,783 
Library visitors 
between 2017/18 - 
2020/21

2.4m+
Library items 

loaned to members 
2017/18-2020/21

86,397
total digitised 

library collections

11
community venues 

for hire

Woollahra Gallery 
at Redleaf opened                          
3 November 2021

renovations made 
to E.J. Ward 
Community Centre 
and Sherbrooke 
Hall  to improve 
accessibility

Council certified as carbon 
neutral in 2018/19, 2019/20 
and currently under 
evaluation for 2020/21

financial support provided 
by Woollahra Council                                                                   

$7.9m

to assist residents and local 
businesses in easing the 
economic pressure from the 
pandemic and promoting recovery

funding secured 
by Council                                

$4.75m
to create a pedestrianised public 
plaza on Knox Street between 
Bay Street and Goldman Lane in 
Double Bay, with new lighting, 
plantings, public art and seating, 
providing a space for the 
community to meet

15%
decrease in average 

days net mean 
processing times for 

DAs achieved in 2021

roads renewed  
across Woollahra 
2017/18-2020/21

footpath renewed  
across Woollahra 
2017/18-2020/21

142,900m2

31,700m2

in capital works 
improvements 
2017/18-2020/21                                                 

$73.543m



Woollahra Municipal Council 

Ordinary Council Meeting Agenda 22 November 2021 

Annexure 1 End of Term Report 2017/18 - 2020/21 Page 142 
 

  

WOOLLAHRA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
End-of-Term Report 2021

10

A Head

International Womens’s Day event 2021 

END-OF-TERM 

PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENT

Report
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Theme: Community wellbeing

Introduction
Our community wellbeing is dependent on our social 
connections and our sense of community.  
Building community harmony is about having a 
sense of belonging and feeling welcomed. People 
do not exist in isolation. Strong networks including 
families, neighbourhoods, community groups, cultural 
organisations, churches, government agencies 
and businesses are essential building blocks of our 
community. Community wellbeing is influenced by 
feeling engaged and is expressed through participation 
in community, cultural and recreational activities, access 
to facilities and community information. The health of 
residents and access to essential social services is also 
important to ensure community health and safety.

Community values and priorities 
The Community Strategic Plan includes the values and 
priorities of our community expressed through a range of 
community engagement opportunities, listed below: 

Community wellbeing

Community facilities, activities and events

Activities for young people

Support for healthy ageing and activities to engage 
seniors and isolated people in our community

Programs and services that are inclusive of people with a 
disability

Quality library services

A safe community.

Council’s role
��Council’s contribution to community wellbeing continues 
to be made through the planning, facilitation and 
provision of appropriate community and cultural services 
and facilities throughout the Municipality. As a Council 
we also have a role to work in partnership with our 
community to support local neighbourhood networks 
and to facilitate local participation and engagement. 
This is demonstrated through a number of programs 
including the annual grants program and the provision 
of subsidised venue hire and promotion of community 
events. Council also supports an inclusive community 
and is implementing the Disability Inclusive Action Plan 
(2017) across Council.

Council manages the Woollahra Preschool, provides 
Library Services at Double Bay, Paddington and Watsons 
Bay. and coordinates a number of committees that 
encourage resident participation. Council continues 
to recognise the traditional custodians of the land. 
We participate in a regional forum of Councils that 
work together to raise awareness and celebration of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage.

Council plays a cultural developmental role and hosts 
valuable initiatives such as the Writers & Readers 
Program, Digital Literary Award, an Artist in Residence 
scheme, the Youth Photographic  Award and Film Prize, 
the Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize, Public Art Programs 
and Mural Programs. Council continues to develop new 
cultural programs, community and cultural opportunities 
to meet community needs, including the opening of the 
new Woollahra Gallery at Redleaf. Council also supports 
public art through the placement of artworks in the area 
for the benefit and enjoyment of residents and visitors. 
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Key Opportunities & Challenges
Resident movements Building lasting communities and communicating with a transient population

Diverse community Communicating and engaging with a culturally diverse community

Library and Information Service Engaging and connecting with time poor residents

Community Information Meeting high expectations and demand for access to information

Aboriginal heritage Improving the knowledge and appreciation of Aboriginal heritage

Woollahra will be a community where people care for each other, have a sense of belonging and 
can contribute meaningfully to their local community and neighbourhood through participation in 
community life.

Measure Target (adopted as part of 
our Community Strategic 
Plan 18/06/18) 

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Residents volunteering 
(measure of social 
participation)

Increase the percentage of 
residents volunteering to 
above 50% by 2020

>50% 50% n/a* n/a* 37%

Residents who feel 
engaged with their local 
area

Reduce the 7% of residents 
who would like to feel 
engaged but currently do not 
to 5% by 2030

5% 7% n/a* n/a* 3%

Residents recommend 
living in the area

Improve the resident rating of 
equal to or greater than 94% 
(2017 baseline) of residents 
who recommend living in the 
local area

>94% 94% n/a* n/a* 95%

Community satisfaction 
with Council’s 
community wellbeing 
services

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating of 
87%

>87% 87% n/a* n/a* 86%

Our Performance Measures
We have tracked the achievement of our goal and strategies through the measurement and reporting of 
performance indicators:

Goal 1: A connected 
and harmonious community

*Our Community Survey is conducted biennially. The scheduled survey for 2019/20 was deferred by a year when the 
State government extended the term of the sitting Council by an additional year.
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Commentary on Outcomes                                                                                                                                  
Woollahra Council welcomes volunteers through its Bushcare program, cultural development program and events, 
as well as a wide range of volunteering roles within Woollahra Libraries, including supporting Duke of Edinburgh 
students and providing a Justice of the Peace service. Council was unable to safely offer these opportunities for 
periods of time since March 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and so it is not surprising to see a large decline in 
the number of residents volunteering, either through Council or with other organisations. 

We look forward to the continued easing of pandemic-related restrictions and the new opportunitites that will bring 
for our community to connect through volunteering, such as the opening of Council’s new Woollahra Gallery at 
Redleaf located in the St. Brigid’s building. 

Woollahra Small Sculpture Prize judge, designer Jenny Kee, OA 
outside Woollahra Gallery at Redleaf.

Home Library Service volunteer observing Covid-19 restrictions whilst 
selecting items on behalf of a Home Library member
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Goal 2: A supported community

Key Opportunities & Challenges

Population Changes Working with an ageing population to foster a strong, happy and supported 
community

Independent living Providing sufficient support services for older people and people with special 
needs

Increasing carers Providing adequate support for the increasing number of carers in our 
community

Children’s services Providing adequate children’s services and facilities, particularly for children 
under 2 years

Sport and recreation Meeting increased demand for sport and recreation programs and social 
activities

Community safety Addressing community safety concerns, including anti-social behaviour, graffiti 
and stealing from property

A place for young people Including young people in the planning of community activities and facilities

Woollahra will be a place where people have access to a range of effective and diverse social 
services and programs that meet the changing needs of our community.

Measure Target (adopted as part 
of our Community 
Strategic Plan 18/06/18)

Target Result 2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Self-rated quality of 
life (is an outcome of 
social policy)

Improve resident’s rating 
of their quality of life as 
excellent to above 49% 
(2017 baseline)

>49% 49% n/a* n/a* 37%

Residents who 
identify as being 
‘very safe’

Improve the resident 
safety rating of equal to or 
greater than 96% (2017
baseline) of residents 
committing to the top 
‘very safe’ code

>96% 96% n/a* n/a* 94%

Our Performance Measures
We have tracked the achievement of our goal and strategies through the measurement and reporting of 
performance indicators:
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*Our Community Survey is conducted biennially. The scheduled survey for 2019/20 was deferred by a year when the 
State government extended the term of the sitting Council by an additional year.

**Last measured by external body Australian Children’s Education & Care Quality Authority in February 2016; 
ACECQA conducts its assessment every 3-5 years. The most recent assessment was completed in May 2021.

Commentary on Outcomes                                                                                                                                
Since March 2020 the Covid-19 pandemic has changed the experience of residents of Woollahra and their 
movements. Two significant outbreaks have seeded within the local government area resulting in strict lockdowns, 
which may be driving down quality of life and safety scores. Whilst there has been a marked decline (12%) in self-
rated quality of life as ‘Excellent’, it is pleasing to note that 95% of residents rated their quality of life as either ‘Good’, 
‘Very Good’ or ‘Excellent’. 

Measure Target (adopted as part 
of our Community 
Strategic Plan 18/06/18)

Target Result 2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

External 
assessment of 
the Preschool 
against the 
National Quality 
Standards

Meet or exceed 
the National Quality 
Standards

‘Meet’ or 
‘Exceed’  

in all 7 
categories  of 

assessment

n/a** n/a** n/a** Rated 
‘Exceeding’  

in all 7 
categories

Woollahra Preschool following refurbishment works Socially-distanced ‘Select and Collect’ service at Woollahra Libraries
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Key Opportunities & Challenges

Cultural activities Meeting demands for increased arts and cultural activities

Artists Supporting local artists to engage with our community

Partnerships Supporting and maintaining partnerships within our large number of cultural 
industries

Cultural hubs Providing facilities that encourage cultural and community services and activities

Local history and heritage Retaining and celebrating local history and heritage

Library services Providing library facilities, programs and services that encourage increased 
participation, opportunities for learning and respond to increasing demands for 
technology

A place for young people Including young people in the planning of community activities and facilities

Woollahra will be a place where people of all ages and backgrounds have access to lifelong 
learning opportunities, cultural and community activities. 

Measure Target (adopted 
as part of our 
Community Strategic 
Plan 18/06/18)

Target Result 2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Level of cultural 
activity in the 
local area

Improve the community 
level of satisfaction with 
cultural activities from 
90% (2017 baseline)

>90% 90% n/a* n/a* 84%

Woollahra 
Libraries 
turnover per 
annum

To achieve and maintain 
‘Exemplary’ standard 
for each indicator, as 
described by the State 
Library of NSW, Living 
Learning Libraries 
– Standards and 
guidelines for NSW 
Public Libraries***

State median** 
=  3.08

5.25 per 
item

5.31 per 
item

4.71 per 
item

3.92 per 
item

Our Performance Measures
We have tracked the achievement of our goal and strategies through the measurement and reporting of 
performance indicators:

Goal 3: A creative and  
vibrant community
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*Our Community Survey is conducted biennially. The scheduled survey for 2019/20 was deferred by a year when the 
State government extended the term of the sitting Council by an additional year.

** State median as defined by State Library NSW Living Learning Libraries, 7th edition 2020 update.

***State Library NSW no longer uses ‘Exemplary’ as an indictor as it did in 2018; now a state median is provided.

Commentary on Outcomes                                                                                                                                      
Woollahra Council typically offers a range of social and cultural programs and events. Council was unable to safely 
offer these opportunities for periods of time since March 2020 due to the Covid-19 pandemic, and so it is not 
surprising to see a large decline in both the attendance at and level of activity of events and programs, either through 
Council or with other organisations. Council has pivoted many of its programs and events to be offered online during 
this period. 

Measure Target (adopted 
as part of our 
Community 
Strategic Plan 
18/06/18)

Target Result 2017/18 
Result

2018/19  
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Woollahra 
Libraries age 
of collection 
per annum

To achieve 
and maintain 
‘Exemplary’ 
standard for 
each indicator, 
as described by 
the State Library 
of NSW, Living 
Learning Libraries 
– Standards and 
guidelines for NSW 
Public Libraries***

State median** 
(5 yrs)=  
50.51% 

State median 
**

(10 yrs) = 78%  

56.37% 
<5 years 

old
83.49% 

<10 years 
old

53.74% 
<5 years old

73.64% 
<10 years 

old

64.83% 
<5 years old

82.75% 
<10 years 

old 

69.81% 
<5 years 

old
83.82% 

<10 years 
old

Woollahra 
Libraries 
expenditure 
per annum

State median** 
(per capita) =  

$55.25

$6,096,681
or

$103.54 
per capita

$6,429,803
or

$109.50 per 
capita

$6,591,823 
or

 $111.00 per 
capita

$5,689,775
or

$95.74 per 
capita

Attendance 
at a Council 
event or 
program.

Increase the 
number of people 
attending a Council 
event or program 
from 33%  (2017 
baseline)

>33% 33% n/a* n/a* 20%
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Theme: Quality places and spaces

Woollahra has a unique and distinctive natural and built 
environment. Its landform includes the prominent cliff 
faces of Watsons Bay, low lying harbour foreshore areas 
and land that rises to a ridgeline along Old South Head 
Road and Oxford Street. The area is distinctly urban 
in character and is one of Australia’s most prestigious 
residential locations. It is substantially residential, 
intermixed with shopping centres of various sizes, large 
and small recreational and open space areas and large 
private schools. 
Maintaining local character and amenity is important to 
Council and the community and urban planning plays a 
vital role in retaining this residential amenity. Planning, 
providing and maintaining public places and spaces are 
of paramount importance to the Woollahra community. 
Access to these places and spaces is vital in maintaining 
a liveable and convenient place to live, work and visit.

Community values and priorities 
The Community Strategic Plan includes the values and 
priorities of our community expressed through a range of 
community engagement opportunities, listed here: 

Quality places and spaces

Retention and enhancement of the village atmosphere 
throughout the area, offering a good range of shops and 
services

Protection of local history, heritage values and buildings

No inappropriate high rise and oversize development

Quality design of new developments

Retention of local urban character

Sustainable development

Renewed and upgraded infrastructure, especially 
footpaths, pedestrian ramps, kerb, guttering, stormwater 
drainage and local roads

Reduced traffic congestion

Improved parking

Good public transport

Good access to the city, harbour, beaches and facilities

Connected, accessible and safe pedestrian and bicycling 
access

Well-managed trees in streets and parks

Well-maintained foreshores, beaches, parks, sports fields 
and recreation areas

Local parks and green open spaces

Trees and leafy green streetscapes that are well 
maintained

Children’s play areas and playgrounds

An environment with less graffiti

A clean and well maintained environment.

Introduction
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Community consultation on the Active Transport Plan
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Theme: Quality places and spaces

condition surveys which provide detailed information 
on the state of our roads, footpaths, kerbs and gutters, 
which we progressively update. From this, we develop 
a rolling five year capital renewal program, to keep our 
roads, footpaths and drainage infrastructure in good 
condition. Traffic congestion continues to be a problem 
and public transport services are not adequate.  Council 
is working on an integrated transport study based on 
community engagement to develop new strategies, and 
we will continue to work with the NSW Government on 
finding solutions to the traffic congestion issues and the 
inadequate public transport available across our LGA.

Council continues to focus on managing parking 
availability, introducing traffic calming measures, 
encouraging increased use of public transport and 
enhancing facilities for increased walking and cycling. 
We will continue to implement the Woollahra Traffic 
and Transport Strategy and the Woollahra Bike Strategy 
and work with partners through the Environmental 
Planning and Traffic committees to develop a new Active 
Transport Study and Integrated Transport Study.

Our local law enforcement officers, called Rangers, 
provide a variety of enforcement services to ensure the 
safety and amenity of our public places. We will continue 
to manage our significant parks and sports fields to 
provide improved amenities and to enable access by a 
diverse range of users.

Finally, we provide a suite of multi-purpose community 
facilities for our diverse and changing community. 
Improving accessibility to these facilities will continue. 
Of particular importance to the community is access to 
community and library facilities that support their high 
interest in learning and cultural pursuits. 

Council’s role
Council will continue to work to keep our area unique 
and beautiful and ensure that areas of special character 
and of heritage significance are protected and 
enhanced.  Protection of important local characteristics 
and residential amenity, together with the maintenance 
of housing choice and the promotion of sustainable 
development, are key objectives of our planning 
strategy.
We are also focused on ensuring that the design and 
amenity of our important public spaces are significantly 
improved, that we progressively maintain our roads, 
footpaths, drains, pollution traps, seawalls and retaining 
walls and that we respond promptly to customer 
requests for repairs and maintenance.

In March 2015 Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 
(LEP) 2014, which applies to the whole Municipality, 
commenced operation. The LEP contains land uses 
zones and development controls for buildings and 
land. It also provides protection for Municipality’s many 
heritage items, heritage conservation areas and trees.
In March 2015, Woollahra Development Control Plan 
2015 was introduced in conjunction with Woollahra 
LEP 2014. The DCP consolidates the previous suite 
of DCPs applying the Municipality. The DCP provides 
detailed planning and building design guidelines for new 
development and for alterations and additions.

The Greater Sydney Commission Eastern City District 
Plan (2018) has set out priorities to make Sydney great 
and sustainable. Council has aligned existing services 
and programs and reflected these priorities across the 
plans. and has subsequently developed and adopted our 
Local Strategic Planning Statement for implementation.

With regard to our infrastructure, we conduct 
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Goal 4: Well-planned neighbourhoods

Woollahra will have well planned, high quality and sustainable building development that respects 
and enhances our environment and heritage.  It will complement and retain local character of our 
suburbs, villages and neighbourhoods and provide access to a range of housing options.

Key Opportunities & Challenges

Development Protecting our environment from high rise and inappropriate oversized 
development while balancing the pressure for new housing and jobs

Sustainability Encouraging and supporting sustainable development

Meet housing demand Responding to the housing targets set by the State Government

Housing choice Providing a diverse range of housing choices to meet the variety of household 
types, income and lifestyles

Protection of urban character Maintaining our mostly low rise, mixed urban form, vibrant villages, architecture 
and heritage.  Balancing the protection of the leafy character of the area with 
achieving development demand

Vibrant villages Enhance and revitalise the village atmosphere of our shopping areas, providing 
convenient and easy access to a range of shops and facilities

Our Performance Measures
We have tracked the achievement of our goal and strategies through the measurement and reporting of 
performance indicators:

WOOLLAHRA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
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Measure
Target (adopted as part 
of our Community 
Strategic Plan 18/06/18)

Target Result
2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

The community is more 
satisfied with the way we 
regulate the design and 
quality of new development

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 63%

>63% 63% n/a* n/a* 63%

The community is 
more satisfied with the 
way we assess and 
determine applications for 
development

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 61%

>61% 61% n/a* n/a* 55%
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Measure
Target (adopted as part 
of our Community 
Strategic Plan 18/06/18)

Target Result
2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

The community is more 
satisfied with the way we 
encourage sustainable 
development

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 74%

>74% 74% n/a* n/a* 74%

The community is more 
satisfied with the way we 
protect heritage values and 
buildings

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 79%

>79% 79% n/a* n/a* 82%

Planning mechanisms for 
affordable housing are 
introduced

Complete project 
in accordance with 
guidelines & directions 
to be issued by State 
Government

Mechanism  
introduced

Council adopted the Woollahra 
Affordable Housing Policy 2021              
on 25 October 2021

The planning framework 
provides increased 
opportunities for new 
housing

Achieve targets of ‘Eastern 
City District Plan’

Provision in 
Framework

Council adopted the Woollahra 
Local Housing Strategy 2021                       
on 25 October 2021

Community satisfaction 
with Council’s Quality 
Places and Spaces 
services.

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 75%

>75% 75% n/a* n/a* 73%

*Our Community Survey is conducted biennially. The scheduled survey for 2019/20 was deferred by a year when the 
State government extended the term of the sitting Council by an additional year.

Commentary on Outcomes               
An improvement has been seen in the processing times of Development Approvals in 2020/21. Based on Council’s 
benchmark performance over the past three years of activity a 15% reduction in net and gross mean processing 
times equates to a target of 95 days and 117 days respectively. The target of 95 days is also consistent with the target 
set by the Department of Planning, Infrastructure and Environment (DPIE) in Council’s participation agreement in 
the NSW Open Spaces Legacy Program. The overall processing times achieved in 2020/21 have met both Council’s 
adopted benchmark and the target set by DPIE.                                                                                                                       
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Key Opportunities & Challenges

Community and recreation 
facilities

Providing accessible community and sporting facilities, public places and open 
spaces. 

Ageing infrastructure Providing opportunities for children’s play and youth activities.

Increased housing Overcoming the limitations of the physical environments of our libraries, 
community facilities and providing facilities that meet the needs of our 
community

Natural areas and vegetation Maintaining, renewing and upgrading ageing infrastructure, especially roads, 
footpaths, stormwater drainage and seawalls

Flooding Managing the impacts of local flooding

Woollahra will be a community with accessible, integrated and well maintained public places and 
open spaces.  We will have clean and well maintained infrastructure and community facilities.  It 
will be a safe and attractive place with high quality public and private facilities and amenities.

Our Performance Measures
We have tracked the achievement of our goal and strategies through the measurement and reporting of 
performance indicators:

Goal 5: Liveable places

Measure Target (adopted as part of 
our Community Strategic 
Plan 18/06/18)

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Condition of Buildings 98% of Buildings rated at 
Condition rating 1, 2 or 3 
(IPR Manual)

98% 100% 100% 100% 97.9%

Renewal of buildings 100% of Buildings rated at 
Condition rating 4 or below 
(IPR Manual) scheduled for 
renewal with 24 months

100% 20.55% 30.17% 142.62% 113.25%

Condition of open space 
assets

98% of open space assets 
rated at Condition rating 1, 
2 or 3 (IPR Manual)

98% 95.4% 98.1% 96.4% 95.8%

Renewal of open space 
assets

100% of open space 
assets rated at Condition 
rating 4 or below (IPR 
Manual) scheduled for 
renewal with 24 months

100% n/a n/a n/a 73.61%
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. Measure Target (adopted as part of 
our Community Strategic 
Plan 18/06/18)

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Building, Infrastructure 
& Other Structures 
Renewal Ratio

Renewal Ratio Greater than 
or equal to 100%

100% 87.95% 75.60% 92.91% 94.02%

Infrastructure Backlog 
Ratio

Ratio Less than 2% <2% 1.27% 1.93% 1.43% 1.35%

Asset Maintenance Ratio Greater than 1.00 >1.00 1.07 1.01 1.12 1.15

Capital Expenditure Ratio Greater than 1.1 >1.1     0.97 1.21 0.81 1.27

Community satisfaction 
with Council’s Quality 
Spaces and Places 
services.

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 75%

>75% 75% n/a* n/a* 73%

*Our Community Survey is conducted biennially. The scheduled survey for 2019/20 was deferred by a year when the 
State government extended the term of the sitting Council by an additional year.

Commentary on Outcomes                                                                                                                                        
The NSW Office of Local Government has recommended ambitious targets and Council has made 
pleasing progress over the term toward achieving these.

Accessible lift installed at Woollahra Gallery at Redleaf Christison Park fitness station
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Key Opportunities & Challenges

Traffic congestion Responding to pressures resulting from increased development, increased car 
ownership and the resulting noise and traffic congestion

Parking Providing parking in high density neighbourhoods and shopping centres

Roads and footpaths Planning for safe and accessible pedestrian and bicycling friendly road and 
footpath networks

Road safety Improving safety for all classes of road users, particularly pedestrian and cyclist 
safety due to speeding

Transport Promoting improved public and community transport

Woollahra will be a place where it is easy to get around, easy to access our foreshore, our 
recreation facilities, our green open space and our public and private institutions.  We will also have 
easy access to the city and its wide range of services and facilities, and be able to access public 
transport, walking and cycling routes within our area.

Our Performance Measures
We have tracked the achievement of our goal and strategies through the measurement and reporting of 
performance indicators:

Goal 6: Getting around

Measure Target (adopted as part of 
our Community Strategic 
Plan 18/06/18)

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

30km integrated network 
of bike paths by 2025

30km integrated network of 
bike paths by 2025

30km 25km 25km 25km 27.4km  

2.4km of new off road 
cycleways by 2021

2.4km of new off road 
cycleways by 2020

2.4km n/a** 0km 0km 0km

Condition of civil 
infrastructure

98% of Civil Infrastructure 
rated at Condition rating 1, 2 
or 3 (IPR Manual)

98% 99.00% 98.3% 98.5% 98.4%
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Measure Target (adopted as part of 
our Community Strategic 
Plan 18/06/18)

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Renewal of civil 
infrastructure

100% of Civil Infrastructure 
rated at Condition rating 
4 or below (IPR Manual) 
scheduled for renewal with 
24 months

100% 110.42% 89.59% 77.95% 88.04%

Community satisfaction 
with Council’s Quality 
Spaces and Places 
services

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating of 
75%

>75% 75% n/a* n/a* 73%

*Our Community Survey is conducted biennially. The scheduled survey for 2019/20 was deferred by a year when the 
State government extended the term of the sitting Council by an additional year.

**Note target was adopted 18/6/2018.

Commentary on Outcomes                       
The New South Head Road Cycleway was scheduled for completion during this term; however Council deferred 
construction due to concerns about blocking Rose Bay Promenade during Covid-19 lockdown. It will be constructed 
in in April 2022 and will add approximately 2.4km of cycleway.  

Cyclists in Rose Bay Road re-surfacing works in Edgecliff
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Theme: A healthy environment

Woollahra has 18km of harbour foreshore, consisting of 
rocky headlands, coastal cliffs and beaches. There are 
approximately 88 hectares of bushland in Woollahra with 
six vegetation communities, containing more than 400 
plant species including three endangered plant species. 
Seven vulnerable fauna species have also been recorded 
in the Woollahra area.

The Woollahra Local Government Area drains into two 
water catchment areas; Port Jackson South Catchment 
(95%) drains to Sydney Harbour and the Sydney Coastal 
Catchment (remaining 5%) drains to the Tasman 
Sea. There are four significant waterways within the 
Municipality; Parsley Creek, Cooper Park Creek, Vaucluse 
Creek and Rose Bay Creek.

A healthy environment underpins the prosperity of our 
area and it must be considered in everything we do. This 
means healthy ecosystems with clean air, clean land and 
clean waterways. To maintain a healthy environment, 
Woollahra must head towards sustainable water 
management, efficient buildings and a reduction in waste 
and emissions.

Community values and priorities 
The Community Strategic Plan includes the values and 
priorities of our community expressed through a range 
of community engagement opportunities, listed below: 

A healthy environment

Environmental monitoring and protection

Environmentally sustainable initiatives

Retention of bushland and bush regeneration

A commitment to sustainable waste management

Reduced water pollution and improved stormwater 
drainage

A commitment to responsible management of 
biodiversity

Good street cleaning, recycling and waste collection.

Introduction
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Theme: A healthy environment

Council’s role
Council has significantly reduced its own water and 
energy usage in recent years, and will encourage the 
community to do likewise. Water usage by Woollahra 
residents has traditionally been higher than the Sydney 
average.  Water and energy in Woollahra needs to be 
carefully managed into the future to ensure sustainable 
use. Integrating the principles of sustainability into 
property and land management practices is vital to 
effectively addressing the pressures impacting on our 
environment. 

Council is committed to improving native bushland 
through a bush regeneration program, the 
implementation of a tree management policy and 
managing tree preservation orders for trees on private 
and public land. Council provides waste management 
services, where we are aiming to reduce disposal of 
waste to landfill and encourage recycling. We conduct 
community education programs across a number of 
environmental areas, notably waste reduction, recycling, 
sustainable living and water quality improvement.

Woollahra Council has adopted an Environmental 
Sustainability Action Plan (ESAP). To effectively track 
sustainability and environment progress, Council 
has developed targets across five sectors; Water, 
Biodiversity, Energy, Transport and Waste. Each year 
Council will report on the progress towards reaching 
these environmental targets in our annual report.
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Key Opportunities & Challenges

Environmental impacts Minimising impacts of development and land use on the environment

Biodiversity Improving biodiversity and protecting threatened species

Bushland Preserving and regenerating bushland areas, to help protect, conserve and 
enhance our native species of flora and fauna

Pollution Reducing water pollution

Woollahra will be a place where the natural environment will be protected and conserved from 
adverse impacts, to preserve our vegetation and wildlife habitats.

Our Performance Measures
We have tracked the achievement of our goal and strategies through the measurement and reporting of 
performance indicators:

Goal 7: Protecting our environment

Measure Target (adopted 
as part of our 
Community Strategic 
Plan 18/06/18)

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

All Council’s six 
swimming beaches 
rated ‘Good’ or ‘Very 
Good’ by Beachwatch

100% of swimming 
beaches rated ‘Good’ 
or ‘Very Good’ by 
Beachwatch

100% Beachwatch rates beaches at Watsons Bay, Rose 
Bay, Parsley Bay, Murray Rose Pool, Nielsen Park 
and Camp Cove weekly. Yearly average of weekly 
scores presented below by beach. 

Watsons Bay 100% Good Good Good Good

Rose Bay 100% Poor Poor Poor Good

Parsley Bay 100% Good Good Good Good

Murray Rose Pool 100% Good Good Good Good

Nielsen Park 100% Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good

Camp Cove 100% Very Good Very Good Very Good Very Good

% of bushland under 
regeneration

75% bushland under 
regeneration by 2025

75% 85.5% 93.5% 88% 88%

Number of trees 
planted in bushland 
annually

1,750 trees planted in 
bushland annually

1,750 n/a* 2,015 844 458
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Measure Target (adopted 
as part of our 
Community Strategic 
Plan 18/06/18)

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Number of shrubs 
planted in bushland 
areas annually

4,250 shrubs planted 
in bushland areas 
annually

4,250 n/a* 3,660 3,388 4,337

Number of ground 
cover plants planted in 
bushland annually

4,000 ground cover 
plants planted in 
bushland annually

4,000 5,000* 4,156 3,357 7,340

Number of street 
trees planted annually

200 street trees 
planted annually

200 157* 149 144 212

Number of park trees 
planted annually.

50 park trees planted 
annually

50 10* 10 17 18

Commentary on Outcomes                                                                                                                                         

*Note target was adopted 18/6/2018.

Cooper Park Nature Trail Council staff planting trees in Cooper Park

For the period of 2017-2019 our tree planting numbers were decreased due to the drought implications and sourcing 
and maintaining appropriate stock. The number of trees and shrubs planted is also subject to the availability of 
suitable locations, which staff monitor by identifying vacant pits, stumps and new planting opportunities. The 
number of trees planted in bushland has reduced since 2019 due to Covid-19 lockdown restrictions impacting the 
Bushcare volunteer program. 
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Key Opportunities & Challenges

Energy and emissions Reducing our greenhouse gas emissions

Climate change Minimising the impacts of climate change, including sea level rise

Waste disposal Reducing the generation of waste and the disposal of waste to landfill sites as 
they reach capacity and developing strategies for a domestic recycling industry 
in conjunction with partners

Water Reducing water  usage and maximising reuse of water

Government leadership Working with all levels of government to manage the impacts of climate change

Woollahra will reduce energy and water use, reduce emissions and develop adaptation actions 
that will reduce the impacts of climate change.  We will minimise waste generation and encourage 
resources recycling.

Our Performance Measures
We have tracked the achievement of our goal and strategies through the measurement and reporting of 
performance indicators:

Goal 8: Sustainable use of resources

Measure Target (adopted as part 
of our Community 
Strategic Plan 18/06/18)

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Percentage of 
waste diverted 
to landfill

75% of waste diverted 
from landfill by 2022

75% 61% 55% 48% 62%

Increase 
Council's usage 
of renewable 
energy

100kW of renewable 
energy installed on 
Council facilities by 2030

100kW 
installed

88kW 88kW 88 kW 146.15 
kW of 
renewable 
energy 
installed: 
112.4 kW of 
solar PV + 
33.75 kW 
of solar hot 
water
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Measure Target (adopted as part 
of our Community 
Strategic Plan 18/06/18)

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Reduce 
Council's 
Greenhouse 
gas emissions

30% reduction in 2003/04 
greenhouse gas emissions 
by 2025

30% 
decrease

7% Certified 
carbon 
neutral:
7,413 
tonnes 
CO2-e 
were offset 
through
investment 
in 
renewable 
energy

Certified 
carbon 
neutral: 
6,439 
tonnes 
CO2-e 
were offset 
through 
investment 
in 
renewable 
energy

No result 
for this year 
is available 
as yet as 
auditing for 
2020-2021 
is currently 
being 
undertaken

Bush 
regeneration 
volunteers

Increase the number 
of bush regeneration 
volunteers by 30% by 
2030

>30%  
increase  

(on 70)

0% 
(70)

-3% 
(68)

 +9% 
(76)

+16% 
(81)

Community 
satisfaction 
with Council's 
Healthy 
Environment 
services

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 86%

>86% 86% n/a* n/a* 81%

*Our Community Survey is conducted biennially. The scheduled survey for 2019/20 was deferred by a year when the 
State government extended the term of the sitting Council by an additional year.

Commentary on Outcomes                                                                                                                                         
Significant changes to relevant state legislation have affected waste diversion.  2020/21 Bushcare volunteer numbers 
impacted by COVID-19 disruptions, with 41 new applicants unable to complete induction due to Public Health Order 
restrictions. 
Some highlights not captured by these measures include Council being awarded the Local Government 
Professionals NSW Excellence Award for Environmental Leadership and Sustainability, as well as a Green Globe 
Award for Public Sector Leadership for the ‘Solar My School’ Program. 60 out of 64 eastern suburbs schools are now 
participating, with the program expanding to ‘Solar My Club’. Council also achieved the signing of a 100% Renewable 
Energy contract on 4 November 2021. 
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State of the 
Environment Report

Target 2020/21 Status

Energy 30% reduction in greenhouse gas 
emissions by 2025 on 2003/04 levels

Council is certified carbon neutral for 2019/20 
– 6,439 tonnes CO2-e were offset through
investment in renewable energy. Auditing and
offset purchasing for 2020/21 is underway.

100kW of renewable energy installed at 
Council facilities by 2030

146.15 kW of renewable energy installed - 112.4 
kW of solar PV + 33.75 kW of solar hot water.

Water 50% reduction of 2005/06 levels of water 
consumption (from mains) by 2025

107,984.00 kL used in 2020/21 – 74,381 increase 
in 2005/06 levels.

Stormwater harvesting or rainwater 
harvesting systems installed on all major 
council assets by 2025.

21 rainwater tanks installed on Council assets and 
four stormwater harvesting schemes installed in 
Council parks.

Waste 75% waste diversion from landfill 
by 2021-22

Significant changes to relevant state legislation 
have effected waste diversion. 62% of domestic 
waste diverted from landfill. With no reduction in 
general waste overall.

Litter collection devices and services 
throughout the LGA increase by  
5% each year (% by volume)

180.78 tonnes of waste removed from gross 
pollutant traps, beaches and rain gardens as 
well as waste from contractor High Pressure & 
Combo Works (from 245.7 tonnes collected in 
2019/20)

Transport 30km of roads within the LGA have 
designated bike lanes by 2025

27.4 km of bike lanes, some of which are shared 
bike lanes

2.4km of new off road cycleways by 2020 No new off road cycleways constructed in 
2020/21

Biodiversity 75% Bushland under regeneration by 2025 88% of bushland is under regeneration

40% Bushland fully regenerated by 2025 41% of bushland is fully regenerated

Increased, or maintained urban forest (ha) 
[measured every 5 years]

245ha (2015/16 - next captured late 2021/22)

1,750 trees planted in bushland annually 458 trees planted in 2020/21

4,250 shrubs planted in bushland annually 4,337 shrubs planted in 2020/21

4,000 ground cover plants planted in 
bushland annually

7,340  ground covers planted in 2020/21

200 street trees planted annually 212 street trees planted in 2020/21

50 park trees planted annually 18 park trees planted in 2020/21

Increase the number of bush regeneration 
volunteers by 30% by 2030

2030 target on track (2020/21 numbers uncertain 
due to COVID-19 disruptions)
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Theme: Local prosperity

Local prosperity refers to how we support our local 
economy whilst balancing growth with business and 
tourism demands and community desires.  Council 
cannot and does not control many of the economic 
measures, but work to support businesses. 

A prosperous community is one that has a strong 
economy but also one which is healthy and happy. A 
prosperous community is able to enjoy the lifestyle 
benefits of our harbour location and a wide variety of 
facilities and activities. It also enables fulfilment of family, 
community and leisure interests. 

Woollahra is the location of some of Sydney’s premier 
shopping precincts, such as Double Bay, Paddington 
and Queen Street, Woollahra. Set amid residences of 
great heritage value and adjoined by Sydney Harbour, 
open parks and tree-lined boulevards, our vibrant retail 
precincts present wonderful shopping and dining in the 
relaxed ambience of small villages. This provides many 
opportunities for prosperity and development of a robust 
local economy.

Set on Sydney Harbour, Woollahra is also a premier tourist 
area. From Watsons Bay to Paddington, the area is one of 
the most visited regions for overseas tourists to Sydney.

Community values and priorities 
The Community Strategic Plan includes the values and 
priorities of our community expressed through a range of 
community engagement opportunities, listed here: 

Local prosperity

Enhancement and revitalisation of our shopping areas.

Council’s role
Council aims to continue to enhance the vibrancy and 
attractiveness of our town centres and improve our 
understanding of the role tourism plays in the local 
economy. 

To make this happen Council adopted comprehensive 
place plans for both Paddington and Double Bay. The 
plan for Double Bay is called the Double Bay Place Plan 
2019-2023. This plan was prepared by Council through 
a working party during 2018-19 and adopted by Council 
on 25 March 2019. The plan for Paddington is called 
the Oxford Street & Paddington Place Plan 2019-2023. 
This plan was prepared by the Oxford Street Working 
Party and was adopted by Council on 27 May 2019.                      
A draft Rose Bay Place Plan was endorsed by Council 25 
October, to go on public exhibition. 

Our Delivery Program and Operational Plan commits to 
continuing to support the implementation of these place 
plans which set out ambitious visions for the future of 
these centres. They contain a wide variety of strategies, 
actions and priorities to ensure that our centres continue 
to thrive and prosper.

The implementation of our placemaking strategies 
will ensure that our centres remain prosperous with a 
vibrant economy and social life.

Introduction
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Key Opportunities & Challenges

Economy Boosting local business and tourism whilst protecting neighbourhood amenity

Local business Supporting local business

Retail business Boosting rental occupancy rates and retail business

Tourism Promoting and managing tourism needs

Woollahra will maintain the diversity of our local economic base and encourage new business into 
the area that will enhance and positively impact on community life.

Our Performance Measures
We have tracked the achievement of our goal and strategies through the measurement and reporting of 
performance indicators:

Goal 9: Community focused 
economic development 

Measure Target (adopted 
as part of our 
Community Strategic 
Plan 18/06/18)

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21         
Result

LGA 
Employment 
total by industry 
group

The number of people 
employed is increased 
by 2% per annum

2% 
increase

 6.39% 
increase

1.52% 
increase

0.91% 
decrease

n/a**

Percentage of 
vacant shops

Vacancy rates do not 
exceed 5%

<5% n/a n/a 8% 10.28%***
1,343 
addresses / 
shops with 
138 vacancies

Percentage 
increase in the 
net wealth of the 
local economy

2% increase in net 
wealth per annum

2% 
increase

4.89% 
increase

3.19% 
increase

1.2% 
decrease

n/a**

Percentage 
reduction/
increase in 
wholesale 
and retail 
employment

Minimise loss of 
employment in 
wholesale and retail

Increase 1.79% 
increase

2.71% 
increase

2.06% 
decrease

n/a**
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Measure Target (adopted 
as part of our 
Community Strategic 
Plan 18/06/18)

Target Result
2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21         
Result

Rose Bay 
Carparks 
project

Completed by July 
2022

In Progress In Progress: Allen, Jack & Cottier Architects have 
been appointed to prepare detailed designs. Public 
meeting to be scheduled prior to DA submission, 
with DA documentation being finalised for 
submission in 2022. 

Cross Street 
Cinema project

Completed by 
December 2020

Completed In Progress: A new EOI commenced in 2020/21, and 
further to the Council resolution of 7 June 2021, the 
four shortlisted proponents were invited to submit 
detailed proposals by 3 September 21.
Submissions are being evaluated, with a report to be 
submitted to Council in February 2022.

Community 
satisfaction 
with Council’s 
Local prosperity 
services.

Improve on the 
2017/18 Community 
Survey rating of 64%

>64% 64% n/a* n/a* 68%

*Our Community Survey is conducted biennially. The scheduled survey for 2019/20 was deferred by a year when the 
State government extended the term of the sitting Council by an additional year.                                                          

**Note: ABS and Economy. Id annual data for 2020/21 released in February 2022.                                          

***December 2020 result; note next audit programmed for Nov/Dec 2021.

Commentary on Outcomes                        
It is noted that COVID-19 has created many challanges for businesses and tourism during the reporting period.                                                     
Council provided $7.9m in financial support provided to assist residents and local businesses in easing the 
economic pressure from the pandemic and promoting recovery, including $3.2m in commercial tenant relief, 
$0.7m footway dining fees waived and $4m other measures including reduced enforcement, switching off 
parking meters, fee waivers etc. As at 30 June 2021, there was an 11.51% increase in total local spending 
across Woollahra (year-on-year change between July 2020 and June 2021) which indicates these measures 
had delivered a strong pandemic recovery prior to the second Greater Sydney lockdown. 
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Theme: Community leadership 
and participation

Our community expects ethical and inspired leadership 
from all levels of government with a genuine 
commitment to work together to make our community a 
better place to live. This includes providing our community 
with the opportunity to participate in decision-making on 
things that are important to us, such as infrastructure, 
transport, public services, facilities, financial management 
and service provision.

Through responsive community leadership we will 
demonstrate ‘best practice’ and work together to achieve 
a more sustainable Woollahra.

Council can improve community governance by 
empowering communities to actively engage in civic life, 
to be involved in the decision-making process and to take 
responsibility for identifying and providing solutions to 
their own concerns. 

Transparency and accountability – knowing what is 
done, and why it is done – is extremely important 
to our community. Community confidence in these 
areas is achieved through having a strong and effective 
corporate governance framework of systems, policies 
and procedures that underpin everything we do as an 
organisation.

Community values and priorities 
The Community Strategic Plan includes the values and 
priorities of our community expressed through a range 
of community engagement opportunities, listed below:  

Community leadership and participation

Information on Council activities

Council being responsive to the community

Opportunities for community engagement and 
participation and involvement in Council’s planning and 
decision making.

Introduction
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Council’s role
Council is committed to the highest standards of 
corporate governance. We continually review our 
governance framework and systems to ensure integrity 
is maintained in all Council processes. This extends to 
the engagement of the community and participation of 
the community in developing plans or policies which 
inform Council’s decision making. Council prepares and 
makes publications available of all meeting agendas, 
business papers and minutes to ensure all interested 
parties have readily available and timely access to 
information relating to Council decisions.

Council is a service organisation. Everything we do and 
how we do it shapes the customer experience and 
Council’s reputation. We understand that community 
needs are dynamic and that we need to continually 
evaluate service provision. We aim to meet the diverse 
needs of our customers by providing quality customer 
service that is friendly, helpful and professional.

Supporting the delivery of our external services to the 
Woollahra community are a range of internal corporate 
services, essential to the efficient running of our 
organisation. Our extensive network of information 
technology provides timely and accessible electronic 
data across all areas of Council and is the gateway for 
online communication and e-business transactions 
with Council. Given the speed of change in technology, 
Council continues

to develop IT and Digital strategies for the future and 
identify where technology can be used innovatively to 
help improve Council’s service delivery. 

Underpinning all of our operations is a highly skilled 
and dedicated workforce of approximately 416 full time 
equivalent staff across a broad range of professions, 
trades and operations. Council greatly values its 
employees and is committed to providing ongoing 
learning and development opportunities for all staff. We 
are also committed to fostering a workplace culture that 
is aligned with our corporate values.

Council maintains sustainable operations through the 
application of prudent financial management strategies 
and practices in order to protect community assets 
and facilitate the delivery of cost effective and efficient 
service to our community.

Council has established a strong business assurance 
framework and proactive risk management strategy, 
with additional assurance provided by the Audit, Risk 
& Improvement Committee. The objectives of these 
strategies and systems are to provide stakeholders with 
confidence in our business operations and to minimise 
the incidence of personal injury or ill-health to employees 
and members of the public, damage to equipment and 
facilities, financial losses to the Council and public. 
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Key Opportunities & Challenges

Communication Meeting the diverse communication requirements of the Woollahra community

Community engagement Engaging the broader community in planning and decisions that affect the long 
term future of the Woollahra area

Responsive Council Effectively responding to community needs

Strategic partnerships Establishing partnerships and strengthening relationships with other levels of 
Government and community organisations

Woollahra will be a place where residents are well informed and able to contribute to 
their community.  Council will listen and respond to requests and concerns through open 
communication and engagement.

Our Performance Measures
We have tracked the achievement of our goal and strategies through the measurement and reporting of 
performance indicators:

Goal 10: Working together

Measure
Target  (adopted as 
part of our Community 
Strategic Plan 18/06/18)

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Level of community 
satisfaction with the way 
Council communicates with 
the community

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 87%

>87% 87% n/a* n/a* 83%

Level of community 
satisfaction with the way in 
which the community can 
engage in decision making

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 63%

>63% 63% n/a* n/a* 68%

Level of community 
satisfaction with the way 
Council consults with the 
community

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 80%

>80% 80% n/a* n/a* 81%

Level of community 
satisfaction with the level of 
information Council provides 
to the community

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 87%

>87% 87% n/a* n/a* 85%
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Measure
Target  (adopted as 
part of our Community 
Strategic Plan 18/06/18)

Target 
Result

2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Level of community 
satisfaction with Council’s 
responsiveness to the 
community.

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 71%

>71% 71% n/a* n/a* 71%

*Our Community Survey is conducted biennially. The scheduled survey for 2019/20 was deferred by a year when the 
State government extended the term of the sitting Council by an additional year.

Commentary on Outcomes                                                                                                                                        
Significant progress has been made to improve consultation with the community on decisions which impact them, 
with 81% now satisfied with the way in which Council consults the community. Your Say Woollahra, our online 
community engagement platform, now have over 2,070 registered participants since its launch in 2019. As at 30 
June 2021, 8,363 people were participating in engagement over 12,100 total visits to the Your Say Woollahra site.              
In 2021, Council received the Highly Commended Award at the Local Government NSW, Local Government Week 
Awards for the Reporting to your Community category. The Award recognises the suite of communication materials 
we share with our community, 

Community consultation on the Edgecliff commercial corridor Woollahra Artist in Residence Sharon Billinge painting a mural
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Key Opportunities & Challenges

Decision making Effectively engaging, consulting and communicating with a changing 
community

Changing community 
expectations

Meeting the needs of increasing community expectations in the efficient and 
effective delivery of Council’s services and 

Business assurance support functions

Strategic partnerships Effectively responding to community needs

Digital disruption and 
technological innovation

Establishing partnerships and strengthening relationships with other levels of 
Government and community organisations

Woollahra Council will be open and accountable to all stakeholders, encourage participation in 
decision making and make decisions that are in the public interest. Through effective long term 
planning we will develop and implement strategies and ensure ongoing resources to fulfil long 
term community goals.

Our Performance Measures
We have tracked the achievement of our goal and strategies through the measurement and reporting of 
performance indicators:

Goal 11: A well-managed Council

Measure
Target (adopted as part 
of our Community 
Strategic Plan 18/06/18)

Target Result
2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Level of overall 
community satisfaction 
rating as measured by 
a biennial Community 
Satisfaction Survey

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 86%

>86% 86% n/a* n/a* 87%

Level of community 
satisfaction with the way 
in which the community 
can engage in decision 
making

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 63%

>63% 63% n/a* n/a* 68%
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Measure
Target (adopted as part 
of our Community 
Strategic Plan 18/06/18)

Target Result
2017/18 
Result

2018/19 
Result

2019/20 
Result

2020/21 
Result

Level of community 
satisfaction with 
Council’s long term vision 
and planning

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 69%

>69% 69% n/a* n/a* 70%

Long term financial 
sustainability of Council

100% of the annually 
reported financial 
indicators are at or above 
benchmark

100% 
benchmarks 

met

Refer to Annual Report Financial 
Statements located here  

Overall community 
satisfaction with 
Council’s Well Managed 
Council services.

Improve on the 2017/18 
Community Survey rating 
of 70%

>70% 70% n/a* n/a* 73%

*Our Community Survey is conducted biennially. The scheduled survey for 2019/20 was deferred by a year when the
State government extended the term of the sitting Council by an additional year.

Commentary on Outcomes 
We are recognising and acting on reduced income and interest rates, rising expenditure and the Covid-19 pandemic 
with a plan to improve the long term financial sustainability of Council, of which there is more detail on page 42 

Problem waste drop-off event at Council Depot Council staff at Customer Service
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Preparing for the next 
Term of Council

Long Term Financial Sustainability of Council 
A 2021/22 forecast Operating Deficit of $7.5 million is a result of the challenges faced by Council over the last five 
years or so including rising expenditure, reduced income and interest rates and as a local government we have a 
limited capacity to increase rates income or fees and charges. 

To meet the challenge of COVID-19 we responded quickly and were one of the first Sydney councils with financial 
relief for its commercial tenants and small businesses. We provided over $7.9milion in financial support assisting 
residents and  local businesses in easing the economic pressure from the pandemic and promoting recovery. 
More information on our response to COVID-19 is available here.

2017/18 
Actual
($’000)

2018/19 
Actual
($’000)

2019/20 
Actual
($’000)

2020/21 
Budget
($’000)

2021/22 
Budget
($’000)

Income 96,560 94,556 97,969 103,326 102,860

Expenses 92,280 97,969 103,476 105,339 106,328

$’000
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We have taken a proactive approach to improving our financial position through the following 
actions:
• We refinanced our Loan for Kiaora Place, the Council-owned Double Bay commercial centre, resulting in:

– decreases annual interest expense by $700,000
– total savings of $7.87 million over the life of the loan.

• The replacement of passenger fleet vehicles has been extended from a 2.5 year replacement cycle to a 4 year
replacement cycle.This is expected to save $3.5 million over 10 years.
• We limited our increases in discretionary expenditure and identified efficiencies of  $526,000 in 2021/22.

Actions we are considering
We are also considering a number of other measures, subject to further decisions by Council:
• We are looking at opportunities to increase income including the potential of  Bus Shelter Advertising for non
heritage bus shelters and bus shelters in non heritage areas. This is subject to changes in the Local Environment
Plan
• Productivity Improvements/Service Review commenced in May 2021 to identify areas of the business where 
cost savings or income generation could be achieved without reducing our commitment to service
• Special Rate Variation – with the specific aim of generating funding for a pre-determined and agreed outcome
i.e. financial sustainability and / or things like Streetscape improvements, environmental initiatives, infrastructure
upgrades etc.

Ongoing information on the financial sustainabiulity of Council is available here. 

Our other challenges have included:
• Over recent years significantly lower interest rates 
have resulted in a reduction in interest earnings of $1.3
million per annum.
• $42 million (37%) of our income comes from rates. 
The increase in rates income is set annually by the
independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART).
This constrains on our ability to increase our revenue to
adequately cover increases in our costs.
• Increases in our expenditure.
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13.1 Environmental Planning Committee 
 

 

Items with Recommendations from the Committee Meeting of Monday 8 November 2021 

Submitted to the Council for Determination 

 

 

Item No: R1 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: 
DRAFT WOOLLAHRA HERITAGE GAP ANALYSIS: ACTION 

PLAN AND RESOURCES 

Authors: Flavia Scardamaglia, Strategic Heritage Officer 

Paul Ryan, Chief Financial Officer  

Approvers: Anne White, Manager - Strategic Planning 

Scott Pedder, Director - Planning & Place 

Sue Meekin, Director Corporate Performance  

File No: 21/216115 

Reason for Report: To respond to Council’s resolution dated 25 October 2021 and provide a 

revised action plan to expedite the high priority and medium priority 

actions in the Draft Woollahra Heritage Gap Analysis.  

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT Council endorses the Draft Woollahra Heritage Gap Analysis as contained in 

Annexure 1 of the report to the Environmental Planning Committee of 8 November 2021, 

subject to changing the timeframe for the high priority actions to 18 months, and the 

medium priority actions to three years. 

 

B. THAT Council staff prepare a report to a Council meeting in February 2022, which sets out 

a resourcing strategy to fund the high priority projects identified in the Action Plan, over 

the next 18 months. 

 

C. THAT Council staff prepare a report to a Council meeting by 1 July 2022, which identifies 

how the medium term actions will be programmed and funded. 

 

D. THAT Council acknowledges and thanks staff in Council's Strategic Planning Department 

(specifically the strategic planning and heritage staff) for their professionalism and 

incredible efforts in progressing a huge volume of work at an exemplary standard over the 

latter part of this term of Council. 
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13.2 Finance, Community & Services Committee 
 

 

Items with Recommendations from the Committee Meeting of Monday 8 November 2021 

Submitted to the Council for Determination 

 

 

Item No: R1 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: 
2021/22 BUDGET REVIEW FOR THE QUARTER ENDED 30 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

Authors: Henrietta McGilvray, Corporate Accountant 

Paul Ryan, Chief Financial Officer  

Approvers: Sue Meekin, Director Corporate Performance 

Craig Swift-McNair, General Manager  

File No: 21/212230 

Reason for Report: To report on the review of the 2021/22 Budget for the quarter ended 30 

September 2021.  

 

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT the report on the Budget Review for the quarter ended 30 September 2021 be 

received and noted. 
 

B. THAT Council note the statement from the Responsible Accounting Officer, Council’s 

Chief Financial Officer, that the projected financial position at 30 June 2022, based on the 

forecasts outlined in this report, will remain satisfactory however Council’s ability to 

mitigate the impact of pressures on its budget as outlined in the report will reduce as Cash 

Reserves are drawn down and will need to be addressed longer term.  
 

C. THAT the recommended variations to the 2021/22 budget outlined in the report be adopted, 

noting the $3.0M impact of the COVID-19 pandemic which has been managed through the 

use of the Loan Funds Reserve and Property Reserve. 
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Item No: R2 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: 

CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE WOOLLAHRA 

PLAQUES ADVISORY COMMITTEE WEDNESDAY 29 

SEPTEMBER 2021 

Authors: Joan Ruthven, Library Community Programs Coordinator 

Jane Britten, Local History Librarian  

File No: 21/206772 

Reason for Report: The Minutes of the Woollahra Plaques Advisory Committee of 29 

September 2021 were previously circulated.  In accordance with the 

guidelines for Committees’ operations it is now necessary that those 

Minutes be formally taken as read and confirmed. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT the Minutes of the Woollahra Plaques Advisory Committee Meeting of 29 

September 2021 be taken as read and confirmed. 

 

B. THAT the recommendations of the Woollahra Plaques Advisory Committee be adopted 

regarding the selection of nominations for the Woollahra Plaque Scheme 2021, to be 

unveiled in 2022: James Charles (Jim) Bancks; Frederic Lassetter; Sir Mungo MacCallum; 

Sir Alexander MacCormick; Nellie Stewart and William Warrell. 

 

 

 

Item No: R3 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: 
SUBMISSION TO THE PROPOSED RISK MANAGEMENT AND 

INTERNAL AUDIT GUIDELINES FOR NSW COUNCILS 

Author: Cheryle Burns, Manager - Business Assurance & Improvement  

Approvers: Sue Meekin, Director Corporate Performance 

Craig Swift-McNair, General Manager  

File No: 21/207273 

Reason for Report: The seek endorsement of Council’s submission to the Office of Local 

Government’s on their Draft Guidelines for Risk Management and 

Internal Audit Framework for Local Councils in NSW.  

 

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT Council authorise the General Manager to make a submission, attached as 

Annexure 1, to the Office of Local Government on their Draft Guidelines for Risk 

Management and Internal Audit Framework for Local Councils in NSW.  

 

B. THAT upon commencement of the new Guidelines for the Risk Management and Internal 

Audit Framework (the Framework) a further report be tabled at a future meeting of Council, 

detailing any gaps between Council’s existing Framework and the new Framework, 

including a plan for how Council will transition to the new Framework in line with 

timelines determined by the Office of Local Government.  
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Item No: R4 Recommendation to Council 

Subject: 

RELEASE OF UPDATED INTEGRATED PLANNING AND 

REPORTING GUIDELINES BY THE OFFICE OF LOCAL 

GOVERNMENT 

Authors: Cheryle Burns, Manager - Business Assurance & Improvement 

Petrina Duffy, Coordinator Strategy & Performance  

Approvers: Sue Meekin, Director Corporate Performance 

Craig Swift-McNair, General Manager  

File No: 21/212474 

Reason for Report: To advise the Committee of the release of updated Integrated Planning & 

Reporting Guidelines by the Office of Local Government.  

 

Recommendation: 

 

A. THAT Council note the release of the updated Integrated Planning and Reporting 

Guidelines by the Office of Local Government. 

 

B. THAT Council note that Council staff are currently undertaking a review of the updated 

Integrated Planning & Reporting Guidelines, to identify changes to these key processes and 

that these changes will be presented and discussed with the newly elected Council in early 

2022. 
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15. Councillor Reports/Councillor Updates 

(Section 8.4) 
 

Note: Councillor Reports/Councillor Updates are to be confined to condolences, congratulations, 

 presentations and matters ruled by the Chair to be of extreme urgency (in accordance with 

 Section 8.4 of Council’s Code of Meeting Practice). 
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16. Notices of Motion 
 
 

Item No: 16.1 

Subject: 
NOTICE OF MOTION - HERITAGE LISTING 364 EDGECLIFF 

ROAD WOOLLAHRA 

From: Councillors Luise Elsing, Megan McEwin and Anthony Marano 

Date: 08 November 2021 

File No: 21/226900 
 

THAT Council:  

 

A.      Notes that the property – 364 Edgecliff Road, Woollahra - is identified as a contributory item 

(being part of the heritage conservation area of West Woollahra in the C2.1.2 of the 

Woollahra DCP 2015). 

 

B.      Requests staff to undertake, as a matter of urgency: 

i) a report to investigate the potential heritage significance of the building in order to 

identify whether the site warrants a listing as:  

 a local heritage item in the Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 2014 (WLEP); 

and/or  

 an item on the State Heritage Register under the Heritage Act 1977. 

  

C.      Writes to the Minister for the Public Service and Employee Relations, Aboriginal Affairs, and 

the Arts to request that an IHO is placed on the property under section 24(1) of the Heritage 

Act 1977. 

 
 

Background 

 

Council is concerned to list items that warrant a heritage listing and to ensure that vendors and 

purchasers are made aware of interest in heritage listing properties especially where commentary 

indicates that the property is capable of development. 364 Edgecliff Road has been identified by the 

property investment community as being capable of development. And the property is currently the 

subject of DA proposing partial demolition and degradation of contributory item status. 

  

It is noted that the property is located in a heritage conservation area, and under the conditions for 

Local Councils to make Interim Heritage Orders (IHOs) a Council must not make an IHO where the 

item is within a heritage conservation area.  In this case, the Minister for the Public Service and 

Employee Relations, Aboriginal Affairs, and the Arts should be requested to make the IHO. 

  

A letter is provided below for the information of Councillors and staff. 
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Item No: 16.2 

Subject: 
NOTICE OF MOTION - MONCUR RESERVE – DOGS OFF 

LEASH 

From: Councillors Luise Elsing and Megan McEwin 

Date: 11 November 2021 

File No: 21/231062 
 

THAT Council resolve to ask staff to prepare a report to investigate the feasibility of making the 

Moncur Reserve (not including the basketball hoop section of the Reserve) dogs off leash after 

3:30pm and before 10:30am everyday including the possibility of installing a dog bag dispenser for 

the convenience of the community. 

 

 

Background 
 

Reasons for dogs off leash (after 3:30pm and before 10:30am everyday) in Moncur Reserve include: 

 

 Moncur Reserve has increasingly been used as an exercise area for dogs 

 the closest dogs of leash areas to Moncur Reserve are the Royal Hospital for Women Park 

(1.5km from Moncur Reserve) or Centennial Park (1.5km from Moncur Reserve) 

 Moncur Reserve does not have play equipment and Elms Reserve (400m from Moncur 

Reserve) does 

 access to the Community Garden is separate from Moncur Reserve (along Spicer Street) 

 access to Holdsworth Community is separate from Moncur Reserve (along Morrell Street) 

 access to the basketball hoop area is separate from Moncur Reserve (along Spicer Street)  

 Moncur Reserve is a retention area and is often damp with unstable grounds 

 the local community supports Moncur Reserve as a dogs off leash area (see tabled petition 

involving approximately 190 signatories). 
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Item No: 16.3 

Subject: 
NOTICE OF MOTION - PEDESTRIAN CROSSING BROWN 

STREET  

From: Councillor Harriet Price 

Date: 16 November 2021 

File No: 21/234024 
 

THAT Council: 

 

A. Notes that: 

 

i. In 2012, development consent was granted by the NSW Department of Planning & 

Infrastructure for the Aged Care and Seniors Housing Development at 74 Brown Street, 

Paddington (the Terraces); 

ii. Condition E.10 of the development consent provided for the conversion of the existing 

speed hump in Brown Street (adjacent to the Site) to a raised pedestrian crossing ‘to 

improve pedestrian safety in the vicinity of the development site’; 

iii. Part of the process to construct a new raised pedestrian crossing,  included community 

consultation on a final design; 

iv. The majority of the community opposed the raised pedestrian crossing at the proposed 

location due to the loss of on-street parking spaces; 

v. On 25 November 2019, Council resolved that: 

‘Council staff assess the technical feasibility of the proposal from the Paddington 

Society, and other alternatives, and if they are technically feasibility, approach the 

developer regarding negotiating an amendment to the Condition of Consent to 

enable installation of the crossing in an alternative location.’ 

vi. Council staff discussed feasible options to relocate the pedestrian crossing with the 

Proponent, however, the Proponent did not agree to fund a pedestrian crossing in an 

alternative location; 

vii. A further condition of development consent, included the dedication of a 1,300 sqm 

parcel of land adjacent to the Dillon Street Reserve, Paddington to Council; 

viii. On 9 June 2020, the Finance, Community Services Committee resolved to 

endorse a concept plan to upgrade the Dillon Street Reserve with a new playground; 

ix. Construction of the Dillon Street playground upgrade is nearing completion; 

x. The (yet to be named) new playground will attract many visitors including many 

accessing the playground from Brown Street by foot; and 

xi. There are concerns in the community about the safety of pedestrians accessing the new 

playground. 

 

B. Resolves that: 

 

i. Council staff prepare a report considering the need (or otherwise) to provide a new 

pedestrian crossing (or any other measures) in the vicinity of the new playground to 

ensure pedestrian safety; 

ii. Funding for any recommended pedestrian crossing (or any other measures) be 

considered by staff and Council as part of the 2022/23 Budget process; and 

iii. Council staff explore and apply for grant funding to deliver any new recommended 

measures in the vicinity of the new playground. 
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17. Questions With Notice 
 

 

 

Recommendation: 

 

THAT the Questions with Notice be received and noted. 

 

 

Background: 
 

A Councillor may, by way of notice, ask a question for response by the General Manager or their 

nominee, in accordance with Council’s adopted Code of Meeting Practice.  Where a response, or an 

update will be provided at the Council Meeting, a response of ‘On Notice’ is listed in the Council 

Agenda. 

 

The following Questions with Notice for the Council Meeting on 22 November 2021 have been 

received. 

 

 
 

QWN: 17.1 

From: Councillor Elsing  

Subject: Questions with Notice - Population Density Calculations 
 

Councillor Elsing & Councillor Regan asking: 

 

To the Director Planning & Place & Manager of Strategic Planning: 

 

Population density calculations 

 

Population density is a common measurement used to understand how and where populations are 

distributed. It is used by urban planners to analyse the demand for services, utilities, infrastructure 

and housing in an area. Population density informs the analysis by the Greater Sydney Commission 

of appropriate “new” housing targets having regard to the capacity to deliver housing, services, 

utilities and infrastructure in the relevant local government area. 

 

Municipalities’ with large amounts of lass mass allocated to schools and parklands density figures 

are misleading to actual density.  Mosman Local Government Area has large parcels of land under 

the care of National Parks and Wildlife Services, the Department of Defence, Sydney Harbour 

Foreshore Trust and Taronga Zoo (parkland) which accounts for 23% of landmass in Mosman. 

Traditionally these parklands have been included in calculations for population density which can 

result in deceptive density figures (lower than they would be if the parklands were excluded).  If the 

parklands are excluded from the calculation in Mosman the population density per square km would 

climb by 28% from 3,292 to 4,226 people per km2 (from a landmass of 8.65 km2 to a landmass of 

6.69 km2).1 

 

                                                 
1 http://mosmanplanning.net/2018/08/07/is-mosman-denser-than-we-think-a-look-into-mosmans-population-
density/ 
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The 2020 estimated Resident Population for Woollahra Municipality is 59,431, with a population 

density of 4,851 persons per km2 based on an area of 12.25km2.2 

 

The Royal Sydney Golf Club (1,200km2); Woollahra Golf Course; Sydney Harbour National Park; 

GAP Park; HMAS Watson; Cooper Park; Trumper Park; Rushcutters Bay Park and the White City 

site collectively comprise an estimated 3 km2. The Woollahra LOGA also has the highest number 

of private schools which absorb land mass; Kincoppal; Kambala; Ascham; Scots College; 

Cranbrook) and Redam which collectively comprise an estimated 2km2.  

 

An estimate of the combined square meterage of parklands and schools is 5km2 reducing the 

landmass from to 12k.25km2 to 7km2 and increasing people per km2 from 4,851 to 8,490 people 

per km2.  

 

Questions 

 

Could Council staff please:  

1. Confirm the increase in population density if parklands and school sites are excluded from 

land mass would increase by 43% from 4,851 people per km2 to 8,490 people per km2, 

2. Provide any other relevant information to determine density measures for Woollahra LGA, 

3. Outline if and where this calculation of population density has been made to State 

Government and the Greater Sydney Commission when calculating appropriate dwelling 

numbers for the Woollahra Local Government Area,   

4. Make public the above revised density calculations and notify the NSW State Government. 

 

Manager of Strategic Planning in response: 

 

Information produced by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) released on 30 March 2021 

identifies that Woollahra is the seventh densest LGA in NSW with an estimated average population 

density of 4,840.6 people per km2 and a total population of 59,431.  

  

Should parklands, school sites and infrastructure be excluded from these density calculation, the 

population density calculations would be revised to 6,567 people per km2. 

  

To produce this revised population density calculation Council staff excluded 3.15km2 of land 

which the Woollahra Local Environmental Plan 2014 - Land Zoning Map identifies as: 

  

·         E1 National Parks and Nature Reserves 

·         E2 Environmental Conservation 

·         RE1 Public Recreation 

·         RE2 Private Recreation 

·         SP2 Classified Road 

·         SP2 Defence  

·         SP2 Educational Establishment 

·         SP2 Emergency Services Facility 

·         SP2 Navigation & Emergency Response Facility 

·         SP2 Place of Public Worship 

·         SP2 Public Administration Building 

·         SP2 Rail Infrastructure Facilities  

·         SP2 Sewerage System 

                                                 
2 https://profile.id.com.au/woollahra/about 
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·         SP2 Stormwater Management System  

·         SP2 Water Storage Facility 

·         SP2 Water Supply System. 

  

Council staff are not away of any other relevant information to determine density measures for the 

Woollahra LGA.  

  

In relation to state planning, the Greater Sydney Commission and NSW Government use a range of 

data and tools to plan for the future of Greater Sydney and the Eastern City District.  

  

Population density is one tool that may be used in planning for future housing, which provides a 

snapshot of the population composition of a city, LGA or suburb. A key limitation is that it is a 

blanket calculation and does not take into account the unique land uses and composition of 

individual areas. This makes comparisons challenging. For example some LGAs have large 

industrial or commercial areas, whilst others have large areas unsuitable for residential development 

because of natural hazards.  

  

The revised density calculations provided above will be publicly available in the Council minutes, 

and Council staff will forward a copy to the housing and regional planning teams at the Department 

of Planning Industry and Environment.  
  

  

 
 

QWN: 17.2 

From: Councillor Elsing  

Subject: Questions with Notice - NSW Public Spaces Legacy Program Targets 
 

Councillor Elsing & Councillor Regan asking: 

 

To the Director Planning & Place: 

 

Background 

 

On 5 August 2020 the NSW Department of Industry and the Environment announced the launch of 

a $250 million NSW Public Spaces Legacy Program as part of ongoing work to protect the health of 

the community, provide economic and jobs stimulus in response to the COVID-19 pandemic and 

deliver a legacy of safe, quality public and open space. 

  

The program incentivises local councils to: 

 

 accelerate their assessments of development applications (DAs) and  

 rezonings to create new development capacity and  

 meet demand for housing and employment over the next decade3. 

 

Woollahra Council is eligible to receive funding for Knox Street public plaza of $4.75 million4. 

  

  

                                                 
3 https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/Planning-reforms/NSW-Public-Spaces-Legacy-Program 
4 https://yoursay.woollahra.nsw.gov.au/publicspaceslegacyprogram/news_feed/1new-4-7-million-plaza-for-knox-
street-double-bay 

https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/Policy-and-Legislation/COVID19-response
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Questions 

 

1. Are any housing targets for Woollahra LGA tied to the Public Spaces Legacy Program and, if 

so, how are they tied to the program? 

 

2. What targets have been agreed, if any, under the Public Spaces Legacy Program? 

 

Director Planning & Place in response: 

 

Department of Planning, Industry & Environment (DPIE) set a number of prerequisites for the 

Public Spaces Legacy Program including the following relating to future housing growth.  

 

That Councils: 

 

Commit to delivering on housing and jobs growth by exhibiting an updated Local 

Environmental Plan (LEP) to incorporate housing or employment supply for at least 6-10 

years, by 30 June 2021. 

 

In our submission, Council advised that our current LEP provides adequate housing supply to 2026 

without the need for updating Woollahra LEP 2014, and that further housing supply may be 

provided as a result of the Edgecliff Corridor and Double Bay Strategies – but that this was subject 

to decisions of Council. The final agreement with DPIE committed to, “Exhibition of planning 

proposals for the Double Bay Commercial Centre and Edgecliff Corridor to provide additional 

housing capacity”. 

 

  

 
 

QWN: 17.3 

From: Councillor Elsing  

Subject: Questions with Notice - Housing Targets 
 

Councillor Elsing & Councillor Regan asking: 

 

Background 

1. Question with Notice 27 September 2021 Council Meeting  

 

A Question with Notice was lodged with Council on 20 September 20215 and included in the Agenda 

for Council Meeting on 27 September 2021 requesting an update on the number of new dwelling 

approved or constructed for the period to September 2021. Council’s response in the Agenda for the 

27 September 2021 was that the question was:  

 

“On notice. Given the extent of work required to satisfy this request, we were unable to provide a 

response for the September Meeting. We will aim to respond at the October Meeting, however if we 

can complete this earlier we will circulate via email to all Councillors.” (see Attachment 1) 

  

                                                 
5 Please note that this QWN has been lodged once only with Council and was included in the Agenda for 27 September 
2021 and 6 October 2021 but not in the Agenda for the Council Meeting on 25 October 2021  
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2. Question with Notice 6 October 2021 Council Meeting  

 

The same Question with Notice was included in the Agenda for the Adjourned Council Meeting on 

6 October 2021. Council ‘s response in the Agenda for the 6 October 2021 was that the question was:  

 

“On notice. Given the extent of work required to satisfy this request, we were unable to provide a 

response for the September Meeting. We will aim to respond at the October Meeting, however if we 

can complete this earlier we will circulate via email to all Councillors.” (see Attachment 2) 

 

No response was provided for the adjourned Council meeting on 6 October 2021.  

 

3. A response dated 25 October 2021 was provided as late correspondence for the Council 

Meeting on 25 October 2021 (see Attachment 3) 

 

This response has not been included in the draft minutes of the Council meeting on 25 October 2021. 

 

The explanation given by staff for the non-inclusion of the response in the minutes for the meeting 

on 25 October 2021 is that the Question with Notice was not considered at the Council Meeting on 

25 October 2021. And to get the response to the Question with Notice lodged 20 September 2021 a 

further Question with Notice needs to be lodged with Council. 

 

4. Summary of response dated 25 October 2021  

 

Concludes that the number of new dwelling approved or constructed as at September 2021 was 889 

against a target set by the Greater Sydney Commission to 2026 of 800 new dwellings.  

 

The Woollahra LGA has sustained growth well over the target of 300 additional dwellings by 2021 

set by the Greater Sydney Commission for the LGA in November 2016 resulting in overdevelopment 

as at October 2021 to the tune of almost 300% or 589 new dwellings over the target of 300 (total new 

developments 889). 

 

Target is 300 additional 

new dwellings from 

November 2016 to 

November 2021  

% increase from 

target of 300  new 

dwellings (2016 -

2021) 

Number of 

new dwellings  

(2016 -2021)  

Number of dwellings  

in excess of target of 

300 new dwellings 

(2016 – 2021) 

As at March 2019 147% 442 142 

As at October 2020 259% 779 479 

As at April 2021  285% 854 554 

As at October 2021 296% 889 589 

 

 Bellevue Hill Cooper Double Bay Paddington Vaucluse Totals 

As at March 2019 128 (29%) 34 (8%) 95 (22%) 19 (4%) 162 (37%) 4386 

As at October 2020 230 (30%) 53 (7%) 230 (30%) 36 (3%) 230 (30%) 779 

As at April 2021  230 (27%) 82 (10%) 218 (26%) 33 (3%) 291 (34%) 854 

As at October 2021 229 (26%) 92 (10%) 253 (28%) 31 (3%) 284 (33%) 889 

 

  

                                                 
6 There was an error in the total provided by Council to the March 2019 response. This total in 4th column should read 280 not 284 and this figure was represented as 442 in 
contemporaneous material but the correct figure is 438  
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Question  

Could staff please include the Question with Notice on Housing Targets compliance (lodged on 

with Council 20 September 2021) in the Agenda for the 22 November 2021 Council Meeting and 

the Question with Notice on Housing Targets compliance and the response dated 25 October 2021 

in the Minutes of that Council Meeting? 

 

Manager Governance & Council Support in response: 

 

The following information has been collated and is provided below for inclusion on the Council 

Agenda for 22 November 2021 and will also be included in the Council Minutes for 22 November 

2021. 
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Annexure 1 
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Annexure 2 
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Annexure 3 
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QWN: 17.4 

From: Councillor Regan  

Subject: Questions with Notice - Scots College 
 

Councillor Regan asking: 

 

Could you please update us as to the current position in relation to the Scots College DA390/2019? 

 

I have reviewed the Council site and can’t see any update here.  Can you please advise also as to the 

status of the action taken by Mr Ian Joey in relation to it? 

 

Director Planning & Place in response: 

 

On Notice. 

 

  

 
 

QWN: 17.5 

From: Councillor Price  

Subject: Questions with Notice - Federal Funding Grants - Hakoah Club 
 

Councillor Price asking: 

 

On 27 September 2021, Council unanimously resolved to write to: 

 

1.  Dave Sharma MP; 

2.  Gabrielle Upton MP; 

3.  Minister Natalie Ward; and 

4.  Minister Rob Stokes  

 

to ascertain what (if any) conditions might be included in the recent state and federal funding grants 

of $15million to the Hakoah Club concerning the creation of an easement on their land to facilitate 

the construction of the Paddington Greenway. 

 

Can the General Manager please publish a copy of the above letters and any response Council has 

received? 

 

General Manager in response: 

 

As per the above-mentioned Council resolution from 27 September 2021, letters were written to the 

4 x Members of Parliament during October 2021 and at the time of writing this response, no 

responses have been received from the Members of Parliament to these letters. 

 

As requested by this Question with Notice, the above-mentioned 4 x letters are copied below. 
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QWN: 17.6 

From: Councillor Elsing  

Subject: Questions with Notice - NSW Property Taxes 
 

Councillor Elsing asking: 

 

There has been recent press commentary on the NSW State Government property taxes derived from 

the Woollahra LGA.  

 

Question 

 

Could Council please advise (if known) the amount of revenue raised by the State Government 

from Woollahra LGA from stamp duty and land tax on an annual basis or the last known period? 

 

Director Corporate Performance in response: 

 

On Notice. 

 

  

 
 

QWN: 17.7 

From: Councillor Elsing  

Subject: Questions with Notice - DA455/2021 - 364 & 364A Edgecliff Road, Woollahra 
 

Councillor Elsing asking: 

 

Background 

 

I understand that the advertising period in relation to this DA 455/2021 364 and 364A Edgecliff 

Road, Woollahra was from 3 November 2021 to 18 November 2021 and that objections were to be 

lodged by 18 November 2021.  

 

Woollahra Community Participation Plan adopted by Council in 2019 (prepared under division 

2.6 of Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979) 

 

“This plan helps to ensure that our community is aware of the opportunities and processes 

that allow them to participate in planning matters that affect them. Council staff use the 

plan to guide processes and procedures for community consultation on planning functions.” 

 

The Community Participation Plan is part of Council’s commitment to its values including “open 

and accountability communications”. The Plan’s objective is to build the community’s confidence 

and trust in its relationship with Council (page 10). The Plan promises that it will keep the 

community informed (page 8), outlines that residents’ have the right to have their views heard (page 

9) and that DA information will be accessible and in a form that facilitates community participation 

in planning (page 9).   

 

Schedule 1 to the Plan sets out factors to be taken into account by Council in making notifications 

and includes relevant community groups (6.5 page 16), any public authority that may have an interest 

(6.5(d) page 16) and residents in adjoining properties (6.5(b) page 16). 

 

Over 100 residents are concerned about this DA. Many of the objections make mention of 

resident’s concern that they were not formally notified by Council of the DA.  
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Question 

 

Could staff please advise in relation to DA455/2021 364 and 364A Edgecliff Road, Woollahra: 

 

1. Whether the final date for objections to the DA is 18 November 2021? 

2. Who was notified of the DA? 

3. Were the following stakeholders notified: 

 relevant community groups,   

 relevant public authorities and  

 residents (please include radius from DA address) 

       as set out in the Woollahra Community Participation Plan adopted by Council in 2019? 

4. Is Council considering re notification of the DA to ensure that the principles of the Woollahra 

Community Participation Plan are complied with? 

 

Manager Development Control in response: 

 

On Notice. 

 

  

 
 

QWN: 17.8 

From: Councillor Price  

Subject: Questions with Notice - Oxford Street East Cycleway 
 

Councillor Price asking: 

 

To the Director of Infrastructure and Sustainability. 

 

1.  Provide an update on the proposed new cycleway on Oxford Street between Taylor Square 

and Centennial Park; and  

 

2.  Confirm when Councillors and other key stakeholders will be briefed by Transport for NSW 

on the proposal. 

 

3.  Confirm when community consultation on the proposal will occur?   

 

Manager Engineering Services in response: 

 

1. Staff have been involved in a number of workshops with representatives from Transport for 

NSW (TfNSW) and the City of Sydney (CoS) to discuss the Oxford Street (East) Cycleway. 

Technical consideration is currently underway in relation to the most appropriate alignment 

of the cycleway along the Oxford Street (East) and the various traffic, pedestrian, parking and 

streetscape considerations of an on-road bidirectional cycleway on the northern, centre and 

southern side of the road. At this stage, it is likely that TfNSW’s cycleway design concept 

will be situated on the southern side of the road given that this alignment minimises traffic 

impacts on the local road network.   

 

2. Staff continue to make strong representations to TfNSW asking that they commit to briefing 

Councillors and key stakeholders on this important cycleway project. Although we have not 

yet heard back from TfNSW on a briefing date, we hope that they will be in a position to brief 

Councillors and key stakeholders in early-mid 2022.  
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3. Staff have requested information in relation to TfNSW’s consultation and community 

engagement strategy on the Oxford Street (East) cycleway. Once TfNSW have provided a 

response, it will be shared with Councillors.  
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Political Donations:  Matters to be considered by Councillors at Council and/or Committee Meetings 

 

Action 

Participate in debate and  

vote on the matter. 

 

Did the applicant, owner (if 

not the applicant) or 

someone close to the 

applicant make a donation 

in excess of $1,000 that 

directly benefited your 

election campaign?  

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.21). 

Staff to record decision process 

(motions/amendments) and  

Division of votes for the determinative 

 resolution or recommendation in the  

meeting minutes. 

No 

Yes 

Action 

Consider appropriate action required. 

 

This could include limiting involvement by: 

1. participating in discussion  

but not in decision making (vote), 

2. participating in  

decision making (vote)  

but not in the discussion 

3. not participating in the discussion 

 or decision making (vote) 

4. removing the source of the conflict. 

 

Action 

Declare a significant non-pecuniary conflict  

of interest, absent yourself from the meeting  

and take no further part in the debate or  

 vote on the matter 

 (Code of Conduct Cl 4.16(b)). 

No 

Matter before  

Council and/or Committee Meeting 
 

Action 

Declare a significant non-pecuniary conflict  

of interest, absent yourself from the meeting  

and take no further part in the debate or  

vote on the matter 

 (Code of Conduct Cl 4.16(b)). 

Yes 

Did the applicant or 

someone close to the 

applicant make a donation 

less than $1,000 that 

directly benefited your  

election campaign? 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.2). 

 

Do you believe the political 

contribution creates a 

significant non-pecuniary 

conflict of interest for you? 

(Code of Conduct Cl 4.23). 

 

Yes Yes 

No No 

Is the matter before the 

meeting a Planning Matter? 

 

Staff to record decision process 

(motions/amendments) and  

Division of votes for the determinative 

 resolution or recommendation in the  

meeting minutes. 

or 
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